BAPTISM 


What  is  It  Designed  For?— How  is  It  Administered^— Is  It  a 
Saving  Ordinance?— And  is  It  a Commandment/^f  God? 


I propose  in  this  little  essay  on 
Bai)tisni  to  show:  First,  that  Bap- 
tism as  a sospel  ordinance,  is  desig'ii- 
tMl  “for  the  remission  of  sins,”  Sec- 
»)nd,  that  it  is  administered  only  hy 
iMMiORsiox.  Third,  tliat  it  is  a sAviN(i 
ordinance.  Fourth,  tha.t  it  is  a (M)M- 
JiANDMUNT  of  (jod,  alike  liindinjr  ni>- 
on  all. 

That  it  is  dc'sifjned  for  the  remis- 
sion of  sins  is  very  clear  from  the  fol- 
lowing testimonies: 

“.John  did  baptize  in  the  wildcnmess 
and  ])reach  the  baptism  of  repen- 
tanc(^  for  the  roinission  of  sins." 
(Mark  1:4.) 

“And  lie  (.John)  came  into  all  the 
country  about  .Jordan,  preachingthe 
baptism  of  rejientance  for  the  remis- 
sion of  sins."  (Jjiike :):){.) 

“Then  Peter  said  unto  them:  Be- 
pent,  and  be  baptized  every  one  of 
you  in  the  name  of  .Jesus  (Ihrist  for 
the  remission  of  your  sins,  and  ye 
shall  receive  the  f^ift  of  the  Holy 
(ihost:  lor  the  promiseis  unto. ron  and 
to  your  children,  and  to  tlumi  who 
are  afar  off  even  as  many  as  the  Lord 
our  (Jod  shall  call.”  (Acts  2:iV2,  3:{.) 

“I-'or  thou  (Paul)  shall  be  his  wit- 
iK'ss  unto  all  men  of  what  thou  hast 
se(‘n  and  lieard.  And  now  why  tar- 
riest  thou?  .Arise  and  he  l)nptize(l, 
jtnd  ^vi^sh  aira.r  thy  siiis." 

Baptism  for  the  remission  of  sins 
was  rwkonetl  a burial  of  the  former 
sinful  life,  and  the  beius  raised  out  of 
that  bajitism  was  reckoned  a resur- 
rection or  raisini?  to  ti  new  life;  that 
is  the  now  life  enjoined  by  the  };‘c>Hl>el. 
So  it  is  written:  Ixnow  ye  not  that 
as  many  of  us  as  were  baptized  into 
.Jesus (.’ll rist  were liaptized  (or  buried ) 
into  his  death?  “Therefore  we  are 


buried  with  him  b.v  bajitism,  into 
death;”  that  is,  the  death  of  our 
former  sinful  life.  That  likeast’hrist 
was  raised  fi-om  the  dead  by  the 
K'lory  of  the  Father,  even  so  we  also 
should  walk  in  newness  of  life. 

Bepentance,  or  turning  away  from 
sin  by  the  recpiirement  of  the  gospel, 
is  a (leath  to  all  our  formei'sinful  life, 
and  baiitism  for  the  remission  of  sins 
is  a imrial  or  putting  off  of  the  old 
man  with  his  deeds,  and  the  being 
drawn  forth  out  of  this  baptism,  or 
burial,  is  arising  again  to  the  new 
life,  or  the  putting  on  of  the  new 
n.an  which  is  renewed  in  knowledge 
after  the  image  of  Him  who  created 
him.'-  (Col.  ,•5:10.) 

h'or  if  we  have  been  idnnted,  “bur- 
ied,” or  “baptized”  together  in  the 
likeness  of  his  death,  we  shall  be  also 
in  the  likeness  of  his  resurrection. 
Knowing  this  that  our  old  man  (our 
former  sinful  life)  is  crucilied  (slain) 
with  liiin,  that  the  laxly  ofsin  might 
b(^  destroyed,  that  henceforth  we 
should  not  serve  sin;  for  he  that  is 
dead  is  freed  from  sin, 

“Now  if  we  be  rlead  with  (4irist, 
we  believe  that  we  shall  also  live 
with  him:  knowing  that  Clirist  laung 
raised  from  the  dead,  dieth,  no  more; 
death  hath  no  more  dominion  over 
him;  for  in  that  he  died,  he  died  unto 
sin  once  but  in  tliat  he  liveth,  helives 
unto  (lod.  Likewise  ixKikon  ye  also 
.vourseh-es  to  bo  dead  indeed  unto 
sin,  Init  alive  unto  (Jod  through  our 
I>ord  '.Jesus  Clirist.”  (Itom.  (i:;^-!!: 
Col.  4:1-10.) 

To  the  ordinaiy  reader  it  is  a little 
<lifficult  to  uiuh'rstand  these  sayings 
of  Paul;  nevertheless  refientance,  or 
tui  ning  from  our  former  sinful  life,  is 
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flwjiied  by  Paul  a crucifixion  of  the 
old  man,  and  heinff  baptized  for  the 
remission  of  all  past  sins,  is  a burial 
to  the  former  evil  life,  and  the  beinj*' 
drawn  forth  out  of  the  water  of  bap- 
tism a resuiTWtion  to  the  new  j^ospel 
life.  And  all  these  things  at-e  a very 
interestiii};  likeness  of  the  crucifixit)n, 
<lentii,burial  and  resurrection  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

Without  doubt  then  Baptism  as  an 
ordinance  was  for  the  remission  of 
all  i)ast  sins,  let  the  objector  say 
wlmt  he  may  about  it.  There  is  no 
other  objetrt  or  purpose  intended  for 
it  throughout  the  scriptures.  We 
are  not  told  of  any  otlier  objt'Ct  in- 
tended for  it  by  any  writer  of  the 
New  Tostajuent,  and  none  is  hinted 
at  in  the  least. 

Having  established  this  fact,  I will 
now  HWf  if  immersion  onlyis baptism. 
And  to  begin  with,  let  me  say  that 
there  is  not  a single  passage  in  all 
the  New  Testament  to  give  color  to, 
or  prove  tliat  either  sprinkling  or 
Iioiiring  was  used  in  apostolic  times 
for  baptism. 

And  there  is  no  case  of  bai)tiKm 
mentioned  in  tliat  book  but  what 
all  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  im- 
mersion only  was  practised  in  those 
times.  First  of  all  the  word  baptism 
itself  in  its  present  and  ancient  mean- 
ing never  did  mean  anytljiug  else 
than  dip  or  immersion.  And  this  is 
so  well  known  by  all  men  learned  in 
Greek,  that  it  is  surprising  any  one 
should  (piestion  it.  But  let  thescrip- 
tures  themselves  speak. 

“John  did  baptize  in  the  wilderness 
and  preach  the  baptism  of  repent- 
ance for  the  remission  of  sins.  And 
there  went  out  unto  him  all  the  laud 
of  Judea,  and  they  of  Jerusalem. and 
were  all  baptized  of  him  in  the  River 
of.Jordun,  confessing  their  sins.’’ 

And  it  came  to  pass  in  those  days, 
that  Jesus  came  from  Naz  reth'of 
Galilee,  and  was  baptized  of  John  i\ 
Jordan.  And  straightway  eominj> 
UP  OUT  OF  the  vnter,  He  saw  the 
heavens  opened,  and  the  spii-it  like  a 
dove  descending  upon  him.  (St.  Mark 
1:4.5,9,10.) 

Now  the  question  arises,  if  pouring 
or  sprinkling  was  used  here,  what  is 


thei*e  in  the  above  account  that  even 
hints  at  such  a thing? 

Wliat  would  be  the  use  of  going 
down  all  the  way  to  the  River  .Tor- 
dan,  and  getting  riglit  into  it.  in  or- 
der to  be  sprinkled,  or  poured? 

“And  Jesus  whi*n  he  was  baptized, 
went  up  straightway  ont  ofthe  wa- 
ter,’’ etc.  (Math. 

“.\nd  straightway  eominfr  np  out 
of  the  water  he  saw  the  heavens 
opened,  and  the  spirit  like  a dovr  de- 
scending upon  him,”  etc. 

“John  was  baptizing  in  Enon,near 
to  Salim,  }}e.enuse  then‘  wnsmneh  wa- 
tej-  there.”  (John  3:2:1.) 

“And  he  commanded  th<*  chariot 
to  staml  still,  and  they  wont  <lo\vn 
both  into  the  wnter,  both  Phillip 
and  the  Eunuch;  and  In-  baptized 
him.  And  when  they  wei-e  come  uf> 
out  of  the  water,  the  si)ii-it  of  the 
Lord  caught  away  Philip  that  the 
Eunuch  saw  him  no  more,  and  he 
went  on  his  way  rejoicing.”  (.\cts 
8:39.) 

“Therefore  wo  are  Imried  with  him 
(('hrist)  by  baiJtism  into  death  that 
like  as  Christ  wjis  raised  np  from  the 
dead  by  the  glory  of  the  father,  even 
so  we  also  should  Avalk  in  newness 
of  life.”  (Rom.  0:4.) 

“For  if  we  have  been  planted  to- 
gether in  the  likeness  of  his  death, we 
shall  be  also  in  the  likeness  of  his 
resuixvtion.”  (Rom.  0:5.) 

Now  the  words  "hnried”  ami 
"planted'’  in  those  two  texts  imi)ly 
the  being  immersed  or  covei-ed  Avith 
tlie  water  of  baptism;  for  we  can 
neither  be  “buried”  nor  “planted” 
without  being  “covered.”  And  as 
Jesus  says:  “Verily,  verily.  I say 
unto  you,  except  a man  be  horn  «.)f 
the  water,  and  of  the  spirit,  he  can- 
not enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God.” 
The  same  allusion  to  immersi»>nisim- 
plied  here,  for  as  to  have  a natural 
birth,  is  to  come  forth  from  being 
hidden,  cf)vered  or  concealed,  so  tt> 
be  horn  of  watei-  is  evidently  to  come 
forth  from  being  hidden,  bu?-ied,  or 
concealed  in  it.  Hei-e  we  will  leave 
this  matter  with  the  intelligent  read- 
er to  decide  for  himself  as  to  whether 
bai)tism  was  anciently  perfomncd  in 
any  other  way  than  by  imnu'rsion. 
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But  I will  here  a<l<l  the  testimony  of 
a few  <li8tiuffuishefl  Greek  scholars 

Moshoim  says:  “Iininersion  only 
was  used  in  the  first  and  second  cen- 
turies.” (See  his  Keclesiastical  His. 
l)a}>'es  12t)  and  211. 

Martin  Luther  says:  ‘‘The  term 
baptism  is  a Greek  word;  it  may  be 
rendered  by  dippiny:  as  when  we  dip 
anything  ill  water,  that  it  may  be 
entirely  covered  with  water.  I could 
wish,  he  says,  that  such  as  are  to  be 
baptized  should  be  comphdely  im- 
mers<‘d  into  the  water,  according  to 
the  meaning  of  the  word,  and  the 
signification  of  1 he  ordinance  * * 

* As  also  without  doubt  it  was 
instituted  by  (Christ.” 

•Tolm  Calvin  says:  ‘‘The  word 
ba|)tize  signifies  to  immerse,  and  the 
right  of  immersion  was  observed  by 
the  ancient  church.” 

.John  Wesley  says:  ‘‘Burie<l  with 
him  in  bajitism,”  (Kom.  <):4),  allvides 
to  the  nifinnot  of  baptizing 

l)y  immersion. 

.leremy  Taylor,  the  learned  bishop, 
writes:  ‘‘The  custom  of  the  ancient 
churches  was  U'd  sprinkling,  but 
immersion,  in  pursuance  of  the  sense 
of  tlie  wonl  in  the  commandment, 
and  in  the  example  of  our  blessed 
Saviour.” 

Robinson,  the  great  philologist  and 
learned  Biblical  scholar,  says:  “Thf 
native  Greeks  must  understand  their 
own  language  better  than  foreigners 
and  they  have  always  understood  , 
the  word  baptism  to  signify  dipping, 
and  therefore  from  their  first  em- 
bracing of  Christianity,  to  this  day 
they  have  always  baptized,  and  do 
yet  by  immersion.” 

A go<jd  many  other  (listinguislied 
authors  imform  us  that  baptism 
was  changed  from  immersion  to 
sjirinkling  by  tlie  Catholic  church. 
And  this  is  undoubtedly  tru*'.  For 
the  Catholic  church  themselves  <lo 
not  deny,  but  confess  this  fact 

The  next  (juestion  in  order  is — 

IS  BAPTISM  A SAVING  ORDI- 
NANf'E? 

“He  tliat  believeth  n/id  is  lt;i])tizo<l 
shiiU  in'  s.ivod,  but  he  tliat  believeth 
not  shall  be  dammed.”  (.Mark.  KklO. ) 


‘‘Go  ye.  tliorefore,  and  teach  all  na- 
tions, baptizing  them  in  the  name  of 
ihe  Father  and  of  the  8on  and  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  teaching  them  to 
observe  .'if/ things  whatsoever  I have 
commanded  you;  and  lo!  I am  with 
you  always  (on  these  conditions) 
unto  the  end  <>f  the  world.”  .Math. 
lS:iy,  20.) 

.Now  if  .Jesus  is  to  be  with  his  iioo- 
ple  up  to  the  end  of  the  world  on  the 
condition  that  they  keep  all  things 
whatsoever  he  commands  them, then 
we  conclude  that  all  these  things  to- 
gether are  saving,  baptism  witli  all 
the  rest,  simply  because  it  is  a com- 
mandment, as  all  things  else  an‘ 
commandments. 

If  that  ordinance  institutial  by  the 
Saviour  of  .Mankiml,  for  tho  remis- 
sion of  sins  that  aw  is  not  es- 

sential to  salvation,  or  is  not  a sav- 
ing ordinance,  we  do  not  know  what 
ordinance  or  principle  is  saving.  The 
only  reason  it  is  not  saving  to  many 
is  because  for  some  umu-countable 
reason,  or  cause,  men  do  not  confide 
in  or  regard  it  as  they  ought.  They 
might  as  well  say  there  is  no  merit  in 
the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord'sSuiiper.or 
in  ob.serving  the  Sabbath  day,  or  in 
visiting  the  sick,  the  poor  and  needy. 

Peter,  in  speaking  of  Noah  and  his 
family  being  saved  by  water,  says: 
‘‘The  like  figure  whereunto  even  bap- 
tism <loth  also  now  .save  ns.”  (Ist 
Peter  3:18-21  ) 

‘‘For  if  we  have  been  jilnnteil  to- 
l^etherui  the  likeness  of  his  ((Jhiist’s) 
death,  we  shall  be  also  in  thelikeness 
of  his  resurrection.”  (Kom.  (>:]-")  ) 

‘‘Men  and  brethern,  what  shall  we 
do?”  that  is,  to  be  saved.  ‘‘Repent 
and  be  baptized,  every  one  of  you,  in 
the  name  of  .Jesus  Chi-ist,  for  the  re- 
mission of  your  sins,  and  ye  shall  re- 
c(‘ive  the  gift  of  the  lIolvGhost.”etc. 
(Acrs  2:37-39.) 

Has  the  putting  away  of  sin  by  the 
ordinance  of  baptism,  nothing  to  do 
with  men’s  sah'ation? 

If  .Jesus,  by  language  that  has  all 
the  force  and  effi'ct  of  an  oath,  has 
said  That  no  man  can  get  into  tin* 
kingdom  of  heaven  without  ba|)(ism 
of  water,  as  well  as  of  the  Spirit,  has 
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baptiHiu  then  nothinf>-  to  do  with 
man’s  salvation?  (John  8:5.) 

“And  all  the  people  that  heard  him 
(Jesus)  jnstified  (iod,  being  bai)tized 
with  the  baptism  of  John;  but  the 
Pharisees  and  the  lawyers  rejected 
the  counsel  of  (iod  nauiust  them- 
selves, not  behifi  Imjttized  of  him.” 
(Luke  7:29,  80.) 

Very  well,  then,  did  those  who  re- 
jected this  (‘(funse!  of  (Iod  uffuinst 
themselves,  obtain  salvation  t<) 
their  souls?  I tell  you  no,  most  de- 
cidedly. They  did  not,  and  none 
ever  can,  who  will  reject  that  coun- 
sel. 

Having  said  so  much  in  regard  to 
baptism;  its  object;  how  it  was  and 
must  be  administered;  and  its  neces- 
sity to  salvation,  it  would  seem 
scarcely  necessary  t(j  show  further 
that — 

IT  IS  A COMMANDMENT  OE  001). 
For  all  tldngs  written  of  it  shows  it 
to  be  tile  work  of  Ood  and  ch’arly 
nc'oessary  to  salvation,  and  must 
tlierefore  have  been  commanded  of 
Ood.  But  I will  proceed  however  to 
show  that  Ood  has  most  earnestly 
commanded  it. 

John,  the  Baptist,  was  sent  by  the 
direct  wonl  of  Ood  to  maketheways 
of  the  Lord  straight,  which  corrujit 
Pharisees  and  Scribes  had  made 
crooked,  or  contradictory,  and  so  lie 
says:  “He  that  .se/if  me  to  hnptize. 
the  same  said  unto  me,  T'pon  whom 
thou  Shalt  see  the  Spii-it  descending 
and  remainiug  on  him,  the  same  is 
he  who  baptisoth  with  the  Holy 
Ohost.”  (John  1:88.) 

John  was  therefore  eommundod  to 
baptize  for  the  remission  of  sins, 
(Luke  8:2,  8,4.)  But  said  Jesus  to 
caveling  Pharisees: 

“The  baptism  of  John  — whence 
was  it,  from  heaven  or  of  men?  an- 
swer me.’’ 

Of  course  evm-y  reasonable  man 
must  answer  that  the  baiitism  of 
John  must  have  been  by  direct  com- 
mand from  (iO<l,  and  not  an  inven- 
tion of  men,  when  he  looks  at  the 
fact  that  John  was  “a  mighty 
prophet”  and  that  “Ood  sent  him 
directly  to  preach  the  gospel  and  to 


baptize  for  the  remission  of  sins.” 
(Luke  8:2,  8,  John  1:88,  Mark  31:27- 
88.) 

But  Jesus  is  very  emphatic  on  the 
neccessity  of  baptism  on  the  part  of 
all  men:  for  sai<l  he: — “ Verily,  verily 
1 say  unto  you,  or,  in  other  words,  I 
swear.  I swear  unto  you  that  except 
a man  bo  horn  of  the  water  and  of 
the  Sjiirit,  he  cannot  enter  into  the 
Kingdom  of  Hod.  The  being  horn 
again  of  the  water  has  been  before 
explained.” 

(lorneliuK  was  a man  of  righteous 
and  godly  life — “a  devout  man.” 
that  is  one'  devoted  to  Hod  and  god- 
liness; one  that  “feared  Hod  with  all 
his  house,”  and  therefore,  must  have 
been  a man  that  taught  his  family  to 
fear  Hod,  and  keep  his  command- 
ments; “gave  much  aims  to  the  poor.” 
and  prayed  to  Hod  constantly.  An 
angel  of  Hod  because  of  his  prayers 
was  sent  to  him  t(t  show  him  that 
something  further  was  necessary  in 
order  that  he  and  his  house  might 
be  saved,  (.-Vets  11:14.)  .Vnd  he  was 
therefore  recpiired  to  send  for  Peter 
some  (50  miles  off.  who  should  show 
him  the  lacking  knowledge  and  du- 
ties. Now  when  Peter  wascame  and 
heard  his  story,  he  commnnded  them 
to  be  baptize<i  “in  the  name  of  tlie 
Lord,”  and  why?  If  Paul,  and  ev(‘n 
Jesus  himself,  must  needs  be  baptiz- 
ed, why  should  Cornelius  and  his 
family  be  excxiscd?  Yes.  I’eter  “eom- 
;nan(/ed  them  in  the  name  (author- 
ity) of  Hod,  to  be  bai)tize<l  ns  nil 
othens,  for  tlieremission  of  all  their 
former  sins.” 

Now  why  this  uniformity  of  re- 
(luiring  all  to  be  bai>tized,  both  by 
.John  and  Jesus  and  Pet(*i-  and  Phil- 
lip amcnig  the  Sa.maritans  and  com- 
manding all  to  come  to  it,  if  it  were 
not  a command  of  Hod? 

Has  Hod  respect  of  i)ersons?  and  if 
he  excuses  any  one  from  conforming 
to  this  command,  where  is  theexciisc* 
found?  You  point  perhaps  to  the 
thief  on  the  cross,  and  say  “surely 
here  was  an  (‘xception,  for  this  thief 
ha<l  no  time  to  be  baptize<i.”  And 
thus  you  try  to  make  the  dwree  of 
Jesus,  a more  halter  of  sand,  instead 
of  being  as  it  i-eally  is,  a decree  so 
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universal  that  iKuie  can  escape  it,  ex- 
cept little  children  who  know  not 
good  or  evil,  and  are  thei*efore  under 
no  moral  responsibility. 

Now  the  words  of  tiiis  tliief  show 
very  clearly  tliat  he  must  have  obey- 
ed the  retjnireinents  of  the  gospel 
and  must  tlierefore  have  been  a bap- 
tized man.  Those  who  rejected  John 
the  Baptist’s  teachings  never  knew 
the  Saviour  in  his  truecharacter,  but 
not  so  this  thief.  He  did  know  him 
(juite  us  well,  and  nuich  better  than 
many  others  who  had  a name  to  be 
his  followers.  Otherwise,  how  could 
he  say  to  liisbrother  thief,  “this  man 
hath  done  nothiufi'  nniisfi.” 

And  then  again,  “Lord  remesnber 
me  when  thou  comest  into  thy  king- 
<lom.”  What  did  he  know  or  wliat 
coiiid  he  know  of  the  character  of 
Jesus  any  more  than  any  otlnu-  un- 
believer, who  rejected  the  counsel  of 
(lod  against  himseirf 

What  could  he  know  of  either  the 
innocence  of  Jesus’  character,  or  of 
his  kingdom,  or  whether  Jesus  was 
ever  going  tt>  obtain  a kingdom  such 
as  Jesus  laid  claim  to,  if  he  had  not 
received  the  gospel  of  the  Kingdom 
as  it  was  preached  in  his  day,  and 
rendered  ()bedlence  to  it? 

For  John  said  in  order.  “That  he 
should  be  made  known,  or  mnuifest 
to  Israel,  tlwi'efore  am  I come  ba.p- 
tizing  witli  water.  But  those  who 
disregarded  John’s  teachings  had  no 
siieli  manifestation.  Tfi^.T-only could 
see  tliat  Jesus  was  an  impostor,  and 
traitor  to  his  country. 

But  supposing  that  this  l)e  regard- 
ed as  unsound,  does  it  follow  that 
this  thief  went  into  heaven  the  same 
day  that  Jesus  expired  on  the  cros.s? 

Not  at  all.  For  Jesus  on  the  day 
of  his  resurrection  said:  “ roach  me 
not,  for  1 am  not  yet  ascended  to  my 
Father.’’  (John  20:16, 17).  So  when 
Jesus  said  to  the  thief,  “this  day 
shalt  thou  be  with  meinparadise,’’it 
must  not  be  regarded  as  a pi-omise 
that  he  was  on  that  day  going  to  bo 
with  .Jesus  in  tin*  kingdom  of  heaven 
for  all  who  have  si>oketi  of  the  time 
between  the  death  and  i-esurrcction 
of  Chi’ist,  tell  us  that  Jesus  was  dur- 


ing this  time  ministering  to  the 
spirits  of  the  departed  dead. 

“For  ('hrist  hath  once  suffered  for 
sins,  the  just  for  the  unjust,  that  lie 
might  bring  us  to  God,  being  put  to 
death  in  the  flesh,  but  (inickened  by 
the  spirit,  by  wliich  also  he  went  and 
preached  to  the  spirits  in  pi-ison, 
which  sometime  were  disobedient 
when  once  the  long  suffering  of  God 
waited  In  the  days  of  Noah,  while 
the  ark  was  preparing,  wherein  few, 
that  is  eight  souls,  were  saved  by 
water.”  (Ist  Peter  »:17-20.) 

Paul,  speaking  of  this  time,  says: 
Now  that  he  nucended,”  or  went  up 
to  God,  “what  is  it  but  that  he  also 
descended  first  into  thefoirw  p.-irts 
of  the  enrth."  Now  the  “lower 
purts”  of  the  earth  are  not  on  the 
surface  of  the  earth,  where  the  se- 
pulcher was.  This  would  reiiuiro  no 
descent. 

But  Jesus  himself  says:  “Marvel 
not  for  the  hour  is  coining  when  all 
who  are  in  their  graves  shall  hear 
the  voice  of  the  son  of  God;  and  thov 
that  hear  (u-  believe  shall  live,  and 
shall  come  forth;  they  that  have 
done  good  unto  the  resurrection  of 
life,  and  they  that  have  done  evil 
until  theresurrectiou  ofdamnation.” 
This  is  of  course  what  Paul  and  Pe- 
ter had  reference  to  when  they  spoke 
of  Christ’s  descent  to  the  lower  parts 
of  the  earth,  and  the  spirits  in  pris- 
on; and  said  further:  “For  this 
cause,”  (that  nil  inaj’  have  an  ecpial 
chance  to  be  saved,  and  to  give  an 
account  to  the  Judge  of  quick  and 
d'‘ad)  “was  the  gospel  preached  to 
them  tliat  are  de;id,  that  thev  might 
be  judged  according  to  (or  the  same 
as,  man  in  the  flesh,  but  live  accord- 
ing to  God  in  the  Spirit.”  (1st  Pet. 
4:6.) 

So  whether  or  not  the  thief  on  the 
cross  was  or  was  not  a liaptized 
mail,  there  is  no  evidence  that  he 
went  into  heaven  on  the  day  of  the 
crucittxion,  or  that  he  will  be  excus- 
ed from  obeying  the  ordinance  of 
baiitism  if  he  had  not  already  obey- 
ed it.  Now  I will  say  further  here 
that  the  plan  of  salvation,  its  or<lin- 
ances,  promises  and  re<iuirements, 
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nrc  all  the  Kanie  to-day,  and  all  its 
l)romises  are  just  as  fixed  and  siiri' 
as  they  ever  were  at  any  time  dnrins 
the  ministry  of  Christ  and  his  aj)os- 
tles.  Tlie  same  faith  is  reiiuired  to- 
day as  Ihen;  the  same  repentance,  or 
tnrniiiff  away  from  all  e^•il,  and  the 
same  commandiiK'iitsure  reciuired  to 
he  kept.  The  same  ordinanc<!  of 
baptism  by  water  for  the  remission 
of  all  past  sins,  and  the  same  ordin- 
ance of  laying  on  of  hands  by  tlie 
elders  of  the  cinireh  for  the  gift  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  have  not 
changed  one  iota.  Any  one  who 
will  <lw(dl  a moment  on  the  follow- 
ing passages  innst  see  the  force  of 
the  al)bve  sayings;  or  in  other 
words,  that  the  gospel  t)f  Jesus 
Christ -has'never  (dianged  a particle 
from  tlio  time  of  Christ  and  his  ai)os- 
Tles  until  this  day,  and  n'uist  remain 
the  same  as  long  as  a man  remains 
on  earth  to  be  saAaal. 

I'hereforc!  whosoever  heareth  these 
sayings  of  mine,  and  doeth  them, 
not,  shall  be  likened  unto  a foolish 
man  that  built  his  house  t)n  the 
saiul,  and  the  rains  descended  and 
tlie  floods  came,  and  the*  winds  l)lew 
and  l)eat  upon  that  house,  and  it 
fell,  and  great  was  tlu*  fall  of  it.” 
(.Math.  7:24-27.) 

••He  that  rejecteth  me,  and  recoiv- 
eth  not  my  words,  hath  one  tliat 
judgoth  him.  The  u'Oi'd  that  I huvo 
spoken  the  same  shall  judge  liim  in 
the  last  day.”'  (John  12:4S.) 

•‘Now  I lH‘seeeh  you,  brethren, 
mark  them  which  cause  (Uvisious 
and  offenses  rout vnry  U)  ihedoctrine 
which  .VC  hnve  lenvnetl,  and  nvoUl 
them:  for  they 'that  are  such, 
notour  Lord' Jesus  Christ,  but  their 
own  bellies,  a.nd  by  good  wor<lH  and 
fair  spet'ches  deceive  the  heartsof  the 
simple,”  that  is,  the  uninformed, 
(bom.  1(1:17. is.) 

•‘Hut  though  we  or  an  angel  from 
heaven,  preach  an.rot/ici’gospc'l  unto 
you  than  that  which  we  have 
l)reached  unto  yon,  let  him  be  ac- 
curs(!d."  (Gal.  l:(i-h.) 

•‘.\ow  we  command  .you  brethren, 
in  the  name  of  oui'  Lord  JesusChrist, 
that  ye  withdraw  .yourselves 
from  every  brother  that  walketh 


disorderl.v,  and  not  neeovdiiia  to  the 
ivntUtion  which  ho  received  from" 
us.”  (2d 'J'hess.  :i:(i.) 

‘‘Tho.se  things  which  .ve  have  both 
learned  and  received,  r.nd  heard  and 
seen  in  me,  do.  and  the  God  of  I’eace 
shall  be  with  you.”  (Philip.  4:!).) 

‘‘And  the  things  that  thou  hast 
heard  of  me  among  man.v  witnesses, 
the  same  commit  to  faithful  men, 
who  shall  be  able  to  teach  others 
also.”  (2d  Tim.  2:2.) 

‘‘Therefore  we  ought  to  give  tin* 
more  earnest  heed  to  tin?  things 
which  Ave  hnve.  henvd.lest  at  any- 
tiine" — now  oi-hereafter—‘‘ we  should 
lot  them  slip.  For  if  the  word  S|)ok- 
en  b.v  angels  was  st<^adfast”  (fixed 
and  certain)  “and  ever.v  transgres- 
sion and  disol)edlence  (to  them)  re- 
vived a just  recompense  of  reward. 
how  shnll  ivc  esoniie,  if  we  nefifeet  so 
/i'vent  snlvntion,  which  nt  the  first 
began  to  be  spoken  by  our  Lord,  and 
was  confirmed  unto  ns  b.v  those  that 
heard  him,  God  also  bearing  tlnun 
witness  both  with  signs  and  won- 
ders,” etc.  (Heb.  2:1-4.) 

Peter,  addressing  himself  to  those 
who  had  obtained  “like  jneeioiis 
fiiith  with  him  nnii  his  followers,’' 
says:  “Moreover  J will  eJideavoi- 
that  ye  ina.v  be  able  after  m.v  dec('as(‘ 
to  have  these  things  nlwn.vs  in  re- 
meinbrnnee.  For  we  have  not  fol- 
lowed cunningl.y  devi.se<l  ' fables.” 
etc.  (2d  Pet.  1:1").) 

“Let  that  therefore  al)ide  in  .von 
which  .ve  have  h(?ard  from  the  bep;in- 
ning\  If  that  which  ye  hav<'  heard 
froih  th(^  beginning  shall  remain  in 
you,  ye  also  shall  continue  in  the 
Fatiier  and  in  the  son.” 

•And  this  is  the  promise  that  he 
hath  ])romised  us,  even  eternal  life'. 
These  things  have  i Avritten  unto 
.vou  concerning  them  that  seduce 
you.”  (1st  Epis.  of  John  2:24-2(5  ) 

“Wljosoever  transgresseth  and 
abideth  not  in  the  doctriiie  of  Christ, 
hath  not  God;  hethat  abideth  in  the 
docti'ine  of  Christ  hath  both  the 
Father  and  the  Son.’  If  there  come 
an.v  unto  you  and  bring  not  this 
doctrine,  receive  him  not  into  your 
houses,  neither  bid  him  God  speed; 
for  he  that  biddeth  him  God  speed  is 
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tiartivkor  oi'  his  evildopds.’'  (2(1  John 
S-11.) 

“Behold  I como  (iiiickiy;  hold  that 
fast  \vlii(!h  thon  hast,  that  no  ni.-m 
take  thy  vrowii."  (Uc'v. 

Well,  lun’iiitf  added  these'  very 
strong;'  and  eariK'st  testimonies 
a^i'ainst  cither  !iltf‘rin;i\ 

;ib()Ii.shin!’-  or  disrej>-ar<iinf*-  any  one 
part,  or  principle,  oi-  iironiise  of  the 
^i'ospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  it  will  be  well 
lo  introduce  a few  more  ])oints  to 
show  that  tlie  Gos|)el  was  not  a 
new  order  of  thiuji'siiitrodneed  intlie 
days  of  J ohn  and  .Jesns,  but  an  order 
of  thiiiii's  at  hnist  as  old  as  Adam, 
and  that  men  in  no  affc  of  the  worhl 
could  be  saved  without  obediemte  to 
its  reipiirements. 

••.Moreover,  brethren.  1 M-ould  not 
that  ye  should  be  igmorant,-  how 
that  all  our  fathers  were  iin<i(*r  the 
cloud  and  all  passed  thi-ouji-h  the 
sea:  and  were  all  baptized  unto  Mos- 
es in  the  cloud  and  in  the  sea.  and 
did  all  eat  the  same  npiritvni 
meat,  and  did  all  di-ink  the  same 
spiritual  drink;  for  tlu'.v  drank  of 
tliat  spiritiui!  ro(;k  that  followed 
th(*m  and  that  rock  was  ChrM." 
(1st  Cor  10:1-4.)  “S{)iritnal  meat  and  , 
spiritual  drink”  is  undoubtedly  the! 
ji’ospel  of  J(‘sus  Christ.  I 

Speaking,'  of  Mos('s,  Paul  says:  ■ 
“lie  esteem' d the  vci>ronch  of  Christ 
as  y:reater  riches  than  the  ti-easures 
of  Ks.vpt:  lot'  he  had  respect  unto 
the  r(*com[)ense  of  tlu'  reward." 
(Ileb.  11;2().) 

.Melchizedec  was  a priest  of  tlm 
most  hi}>h  God,  and  administei-ed 
the  sacrament  of  bread  and  wine  to 
.Abraham.  (Gen.  14;lt<.) 

Stephen,  in  his  defense  of  Jesus, 
says  that  Mos(‘s  was  “with  tlic 
church''  in  the  wilderness,  i Acts  7: 
:1S  ) 

Paul  says:  •‘For  unto  us  was  the 
a'ospel  preached,  as  well  as  unto 
them,"  (that  is,  Israel  in  the  wilder- 
ness) “but  the  word  preached  did 
not  profit  them,  not  iKunj;'  mix(*d 
with  fnith,  in  them  that  heard  it.” 
(Ileb.  4:2.) 

Noah  was  a preacher  of  rishteoiis- 
m^ss  and  so  was  John,  tin-  baptist. 
(2d  Pet.  2:.’);  Math.  iklJ.) 


.\braham  obeyed  the  s’osix*!  and  it 
was  by  the  sjiirit  ft'iven  to  those  who 
faithfully  obey  that  j;-ospel  that  he 
was  enabled  to  S('e  the  day  and  min- 
istry of  Jesus  Christ.  (John  8:r)<).) 

“And  the  scripture  foriweins,  or 
foreshowing;-  that  God  would  justify 
the  heathen  throuj;‘h  faith,  preached 
befoj-e  the  p:osijcl  unto  Abraham, 
sayinj;-,  ‘in  thee  shall  all  nations  be 
blessed.’ " (Gal.  J:S.) 

Now.  to  those  wiio  obey  tli(‘ k’oh- 
pel  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  truly  turn 
from  tlu'ir  sins,  God  has  jiromised 
the  precious  p:ifts  of  the  fi'ospel.  as 
theyar('  mentioned  in  the  12th,  lyth 
ami  14th  chapters  of  Paul’s  1st  Kpis- 
tie  to  the  Corinthians,  and  in  .Mark 
l():ir>-20,  Acts  2:38-39,  Acts  10:44-4((, 
and  Acts  r):;{2.  I entreat  the  i-eader 
to  examine  these  iiromises,  and  ask 
himself  if  God  could  be  just,  and 
without  resjiecf  of  persons,  not  to 
f>'lvo  these  jtifts  to  those  who  serve 
liiin  in  these  days,  as  well  as  to 
those  who  served  him  in  da^'s  ft'oiu* 
by. 

“Is  any  ainoni;'  you  afllicted.” 
says  .lames,  “Let  him  pray.”  Oh 
y('s,  to  be  sure,  let  liiin  pray:  that  is 
all  rij;'ht  “Is  any  merry,  lei  him 
sinj;'  Psalms;”  that  is  riji'ht  also, 
says  tlm  sectarian,  modern  priest 
But  “Is  any  sick  amonj;'  .you,  let  him 
call  for  the  elders  of  th"  church,  and 
l(>t  them  pray  over  him.  anointinj;' 
him  with  oil  in  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
and  the  jn-nyer  of  fnith  shall  sav(' 
the  sick,  attd  the  Lord  shall  raise  him 
u|).  and  if  he  have  committed  sins 
Ihevshall  be  for}*‘iven  him.”  (James 
r.;13-ir>  ) 

“O  no,”  says  the  sc'Ctarian  priest. 
“1  would  always  pri'fer  sendinj>:  for 
the  doctor,  liecause  nobody  ouftht  to 
send  foreldei’s  nowadays;  that  is  all 
a Mormon  delusion,  because  all  such 
thiiif^s  are  done  awayin  this  cnlm'ht- 
ened  a{>'(*  ” Thus  the  people  ar(! 
tauf>ht  to  trust  in  an  arm  of  flesh, 
mucii  in  prefei-ence  to  the  ])ower  of 
God  ( Jer.  17:r>— S. ) “Covet  to  proph- 
esy,” says  Paul;  but  that  is  d.one 
aM'ay  also,  says  the  modern  sec- 
tary. “(.'ovet  earnestly  the  host 
sifts,’'  says  the  Scidptures,  but  nutn, 
blind  and  foolish  man,  says:  “They 
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are  all  done  away  and  no  longer 
needed.”  (See  Ist  Cor.  Chan. 

14:39.) 

“Follow  aftf^r  charity,  and  desire 
spiritual  gifts,  l)ut  rather  that  ye 
3nay  proi)hesy,  * * * for  he  that 
prophesieth  MlHicth  the  church.” 
(Ist  Cor.  14:1-4.) 

“Now  concerning  spirituai  gifts, 
brethren,  I would  not  have  you  ig- 
norant,” says  Paul,  (Ist  Cor.  12:1), 
but  these  are  just  what  modern  di- 
vines would  have  the  people  ignor- 
ant of;  they  would  have  them  ignor- 
ant of  the  grand  fact  that  the  gifts 
of  God’s  holy  Spirit  are  as  fively  and 
univct'fiHlly  promised  to-day  to  the 
truly  honest  believer  in  Jesus  Christ, 
as  that  salvation  is  freely  and  uni- 
versally offered.  If  God  takes  away 
the  gifts  which  his  son  Jestis  Christ 
has  so  freely  offered  to  his  servants, 
there  is  just  as  good  reasons  for  be- 
lieving that  salvation  is  withdrawn 
also. 

“The  manifestation  of  the  Spirit  is 
given  to  every  mun  to  profit  with 
all.”  (1st  Cor.  12:7-11.)  “For  to 
one  is  given  by  the  Spirit  tiie  word 
of  w’isdom;  to  anotlier  tlie  word  of 
knowledge  by  the  same  Spirit;  to  an- 
other faith  by  the  same  Spirit;  to  an- 
other the  gifts  of  healing  by  the 
same  Spirit;  to  another  the  woi-king 
of  miracles;  to  another  different  kinds 
of  tongues;  to  another  the  interpre- 
tation of  tongues;  but  nil  those 
worketh  that  one  and  the  self-satne 
Spirit,  dividing  to  every  mun  sever- 
ally as  he  will.”  For  as  the  [human] 
body  with  its  “many  memi)ers,iHbul 
one  body,  so  also  is  [tlie  body  or 
church  of]  Christ.”  “For  the  [hu- 
man] body  is  not  one  member,  but 
many.”  If  the  whole  body  were  an 
eye,  where  weretheliearing?  Exact- 
ly. And  upon  the  same  principle,  if 
only  one  gift  exists  in  the  chuich  of 
God— that  of  preachingfor instance- 
how  much  better  off  is  she  than  the 
human  body  that  lias  been  deprived 
of  all  its  members  except  an  eye,  or 
an  ear,  or  had  only  one  foot  left?  A.s 
such  a human  body  would  be,  so  is 
the  church  deprived  of  all  these 
spiritual  gifts.  Hut  the  church  of 
God,  endowed  with  these  spiritual 


gifts,  is  esteemed  by  Paul  as  a per- 
fect human  body  endowed  with  every 
member.  And  as  the  eye  of  the  hu- 
man body  cannot  say  to  the  ear,  “1 
have  no  need  of  thee,  or  the  hand  to 
the  feet,  I have  no  need  of  thee.”  So 
no  i)art  or  member  of  Chidst’schurch 
endowed  with  any  one  of  the  spirit- 
ual gifts,  can  say  to  any  other  mem- 
ber, endowed  with  any  other  spirit- 
ual gift,  I have  no  need  of  thee.  And 
indee<l  what  could  be  more  i-eason- 
able?  For  if  the  gifts  of  healinghave 
once  been  known  to  exist  in  the 
church,  for  instance,  who  in  that 
chni’ch  was  authorized  to  say,  “we 
have  no  need  of  thee?”  And*  again, 
if  tlie  power  to  cleanse  the  lepers, 
cast  out  devils,  cause  the  lame  and 
cripple  to  walk,  was  once  known  to 
exist  in  the  church  of  God,  wJio  was 
authorized  to  say,  “we  iiave  no  need 
of  thet^?”  And  if  the  gift  of  prophecy, 
which  “ed/rfe, S' the  church,”  and  the 
gift  of  tongues  that  wtis  “a  sign  to 
unbelievers,”  and  if  the  gift  of  dis- 
cernment of  spii-its  that  was  neces- 
sary to  prevent  men  from  being  de- 
ceived by  foul  spirits  were  all  known 
to  exist  in  the  churcli  of  (Jod,  for  the 
purjxises  intended,  who  was  author- 
ized at  any  time  to  say  “we  have  no 
need  of  thee?”  How  con/f/ this  thing 
be  said  nt  nuy  time  in  the  Jiistory  of 
the  church,  without  maiming  and 
doing  violence  to,  and  dismembering 
thecimrch  of  God?  Itcouid  not  at 
nuytime  in  the  church’s  histetry  Ik* 
done  away  without  disinemijcring 
the  church  and  leaving  it  like  a hu- 
man being  deprived  of  all  its  most 
useful  members  and  leaving  it  only  a 
mere  motionless  trunk,  unable  ‘ to 
walk,  unable  to  hear,  see,  feel,  smell  or 
taste.  Thus,  this  very  interesting 
comparison  or  likening  of  the  church 
of  God  to  the  human  form,  shews  in 
the  clearest  manner  possible  that  the 
gifts  of  the  gosiiel  could  not  be  re- 
jected, resisted,  or  done  away,  with- 
out (ioing  tlie  grossest  violence  to 
the  church  of  God,  in  fact  denrivinsr 
it  of  life. 

So  acccjrding  to  this,  it  is  no  won- 
der that  the  old  Christian  chiu-ch  is 
found  to-day  divided  and  shorn  of 
its  once  beautiful  and  glorious  gifts, 
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proportions  and  stroiiR-th,  and  that 
men  are  }‘  roi)inf?  in  the  dark  like  the 
hlind  man  for  the  walk,  and  nothin*? 
but  confusion,  donht,  darkness  and 
uncertainty  reigns  every  where  in 
the  so-called  modern  Christian 
churches. 

And  now  reader,  tlie  voice  of  Go<l 
is  to  you,  and  to  all  men  to-day  tlie 
same  as  it  ever  was  to  all  the  people 
otthei)ast.  Repent  of  all  past  sins 
and  be  baptized  for  the  remission  of 
your  sins  accor<ling-  to  the  New  Tes- 
tament, and  you  will  receive  the  gift 
of  the  Holy  Ghost,  according  to  the 
jiromise  of  God,  i)y  both  John  and 
Jesus  and  all  his  apostles,  “for  the 
)n-omise  is  unto  you  and  to  your 
children,  and  to  them  that  are  afar 
<tn.  even  us  innuy  us  the  Lord  our 
God  shu.ll  cull.'"  And  remember  the 
command  of  Paul  touching  those 
who  have  “a  form  of  Godliness  but 
deny  the  gifts  and  i)ower  of  God, 
who  are  ever  leunnufc,  and  are  never 
uhlo  to  come  to  the  kuowledfre  of 
the  truth,  “FROM  SUCH  TlJllN 
AWAY.”  (2d  Tim.  :kl-9). 


A Note  on  the  Sacrifice  of 
Christ. 

Some,  pi'rhaps  in  rending  this  lit- 
tle work  over,  will  Ix^  inclined  to 
say:  “Wliy  you  luive  said  nothing 
about  the  saving  blood  of  Christ, 
which  is  spoken  of  so  mucli  in  the 
scriptures.” 

I answer  that  the  saving  blood  of 
Christ  has  no  saving  effect  upon  any 
one  except  on  the  con<lition  of  obe- 
dience to  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 
And  whatever  any  of  the  Apostles 
have  said  in  regard  to  the  blood  of 
(’hi-ist,  being  a sacrifice  for  the  sins 
of  men,  it  is  promised  only  to  those 
who  had  obeyed  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Clirist,  and  had  entered  into  his 
church  through  its  ordinances.  The 
blood  of  Christ  effects  no  others  ex- 
cei>t  little  children. 

“If  we  walk  1)1  the  liglit  as  he 
((Christ)  is  in  the  light,  we  have  fel- 
lowship one  with  another,  and  the 
blood  of  Jesus  Christ  his  son  cleans- 
oth  US  from  all  sin.”  (Isl  John  1:7). 

“.Vnd  you  (Geiitile.s)  that  were 


sometime  alienated  and  enemies  in 
your  minds  by  wicked  works,  yet 
now  hath  he  reconciled  in  the  body 
of  his  flesh  through  death,  to  pi-e- 
sent  you  holy  and  unblamable  and 
unrepi'ovable  in  his  sight;  IFyeCON- 
TINUE  IN  THE  FAITH,  I’ooted  and 
grounded,  and  be  not  moved  aua.r 
from  the  hope  of  the  gospel  WHK'H 
YE  HAVE  HEARD,  and  which  was 
I'uicACiiici)  to  every  creatui’e  which  is 
under  heaven.”  (Col.  1:21-2J). 

“And  being  made  perfect,  he 
(Christ)  became  the  author  of  eter- 
nal salvation  unto  all  them  that 
OREY  HIM.”  (Heb,  5:9). 

“Forbytnie  offering  (of  his  own 
liodv)  he  hath  perfected  forevei’ 
THEM  THAT  ARE  vSANCTlFlED,” 
that  is,  mnde  cleun  and  free  from  sin 
bv  obedience  to  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ.  (Heb.  10:14). 

But  another  perhaps  will  say:  “O 
well  if  we  love  God  with  all  oui’ 
hearts  and  our  nvighbors  os  our- 
selves, I thiidc  it  will  be  oil  right.” 
Butyou  must  remember  tha,t  to  love 
God  is  to  keep  hiscomniandments,for, 
“this  is  the  love  of  God,  that  we  keep 
his  comniandments,”  and  his  com- 
mandments are  not  giievious.  (Ist 
.lohn  5:3). 

“But  whoso  keepeth  his  wo)-d,  in 
him  verily  is  the  love  of  God  perfect- 
ed. Hereby  we  know  that  we  are 
in  him.” 

“He  that  hath  my  commandments 
and  keepeth  them  he  it  is  that  loveth 
me.  And  he  that  loveth  me  shall  bo 
loved  of  m3’’  Father,  and  1 will  love 
him,  and  manifest  (moke  known) 
m.V8elf  unto  him.”  (John  14:21)  “lie 
that  loveth  me  not  keepeth  not  1113’ 
sayings.” 

“If  ye  keep  mj’  commandments  3*0 
shall  abide  (continue)  in  1113’’  love, 
even  as  I have  keptm3’Fathev’scom- 
jjiandnumts  and  abide  in  his  love.” 
(John  15:10.) 

According  to  these  sayings,  it  is  a 
vain  thing  for  any  man  toclaim  that 
he  loves  God,  who  disregards  his 
commandments;  for  the  keeping  of 
his  commandments  is  what  proves 
that  he  loves  him.  We  see  then  that 
thei’e  is  obsolutekv  IK)  substitute  for 
the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  And  all 
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the  modern  sectarian  follies,  “Come 
to  the  foot  of  the  cross  and  wash 
away  your  sins  in  tlie  blood  of  Je- 
sus,” “Come  and  wash  in  Ihe  blood  of 
Jesus,”  “Come  and  apply  the  aton- 
ing blood  of  Jesus,”  “Come  and  cast 
all  your  sins  upon  Jesus,”  “Come 
and  get  salvation,”  etc.,  etc.,  utterly 
disregarding  the  rules  that  Jesus 
liimself  has  laid  down  for  the  remis- 
sion of  sins,  are  all  but  tliehollowest 
mockery  of  the  true  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ.  And  all  such  words  are  vain 
in  the  sight  of  God.  And  now  kind 
reader  please  read  the  next  few  pages 
on  authority  to  administer  in  t-he 
ordinances  of  the  gospel,  as  a minis- 
ter of  God. 


Authority  to  Act  In  the  Name 
of  God. 

Having  as  I trust  by  the  help  of 
God  proved  baptism  so  plainly 
to  be  an  ordinance  for  the  i-emission 
of  sins,  a saving  ordinance,  and  a di- 
rect commandment  to  all  men,  few  I 
think  will  be  disposed  to  question  it. 
Rut  as  baptism  is  one  of  tlujse  ordi- 
natices  or  sacraments  of  thegospel  of 
.Tesus  Christ,  which  must  boadminis- 
tered  in  the  name  or  i)y  the  authori- 
ty of  the  Father  and  of  the  Son,  and 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  I propose  now  to 
show  what  it  is  to  act  in  the  name, 
not  only  of  God,  but  in  the  names  of 
m(in  and  kings  and  nations  also. 

There  are  just  two  ways  in  whicli 
anyone  can  act  in  the  name  of  God, 
nations  or  individuals.  The  one  is 
when  a man  is  legally  called  and 
qualified  to  so  act  in  those  names; 
and  the  other  is,  when  he  assumes  to 
act  in  any  of  tliose  names  without 
being  either  called,  authorized,  or 
legally  qualified  so  to  act.  If  any 
man.  for  instance,  should  undertake 
to  act  in  the  capacity  of  constable, 
magistrnte,  supervisor,  county  clerk, 
or  any  other  officer  of  the  State  of 
Wisconsin,  Michigan  or  any  other 
state,  without  being  legally  and  prop- 
erly authorized  by  the  voice  of  the 
people  according  to  the  law  of  either 
of  said  states,  he  would  everywhere 
be  deemed  guilty  of  a gross  crime, 
and  at  the  first  opportunity  wouhi 


be  punished  either  by  fine  or  impris- 
onment or  both  in  the  discretion  of 
the  court.  Thn  law  of  the  state  of 
Michigan  against  that  crime  reads  as 
follow's: 

“If  any  person  shall  falsely  assume 
'•r  pretend  to  bo  ajusticeof  the  peace, 
sheriff,  deputy  sheriff,  coroner,  or 
constable  and  shall  take  upon  him- 
self to  act  as  such,  or  to  reiiuire  an3’ 
person  to  aid  or  assist  him  in  any 
matter  iiertaining  to  the  duty  of  a 
justice  of  the  peace,  sheriff,  dejiuty 
sheriff,  coroner  or  constable,  or  shall 
falsely  take  upon  himself  to  act  or 
officiate  in  nny  office,  or  phice  of  nii- 
thoi’ity  he  ahiiW  be  punished  by  im- 
prisonment in  the  county  jail,  not 
more  than  one  year,  or  a fine  not  ex- 
ceeding four  hundred  dollars.” 

The  object  and  importance  of  this 
lawis  apparent  to  all.  To  setitaside 
would  be  to  involve  the  statein  ruin, 
reduce  it  to  a mere  mob  and  phice 
the  lives  and  property  of  the  people 
at  the  mercv  of  the  lawless.  There 
would  be  no  safety  or  protection  to 
life  «>r  property:  and  like  as  in  Cali- 
fornia, Oregon,  Kansas  and  Nebras- 
ka, and  all  otlicr  new  territories  more 
or  less,  before  law  and  a bod.v  of  offi- 
cers were  chosen  and  qualified,  to 
expound,  enforce  and  execute  the 
law.  every  man  in  meeting  his  f(*llow 
would  try  to  he  first  with  his  finger 
upon  the  trigger,  as  his  chief  protec- 
tion. 

A very  similar  law  to  that  above 
(quoted,  is  found  in  ever.v  civilized 
state  and  nation  on  earth.  This  law 
merely  forl)ids  men  to  act  in  the 
name  of  the  people  of  the  different 
states — emperors,  kings  and  mon- 
archs,  where  the,v  (*xist,  when  not 
legally  autliorized  and  qualified  so 
to  do,  according  to  the  law  under 
which  all  persons  are  empowered  to 
act  in  tliese different  names,  and  pun- 
ishes them  for  its  violation. 

All  organized  bodies  of  men,  from 
the  school  district  to  the  most  pow- 
erful monarchy,  must  have  officers  to 
ti’ansact  the  business  growing  nat- 
urally out  of  the  wants  of  the  people 
coini)Osingthem;  and  tocreate  those 
officers  there  are  and  must  be  well- 
defined  law’s,  showing  and  making 
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plain  how  those  men  must  be  ap- 
pointed to  act  in  those  different  offi- 
ces, and,  when  thus  clothed  with 
power,  to  enter  upon  the  duties  of 
tliose  offices,  they  act  “in  the  name” 
of  the  body  or  state  or  individual 
wliich  has  thus  cliosen  them.  The 
officers  of  the  schooi  district  act  in 
the  name  of  the  school  district.  All 
state  officers  act  in  the  name  of  the 
people  of  their  respective  states.  The 
officers  of  the  United  States  act  “in 
tlie  name”  of  the  people  of  tlie  United 
States.  The  officers  of  monarchies 
or  empires  act  in  the  name  of  the 
HoviTeign  or  emperor  from  whom 
they  derive  their  authority. 

Tliis  is  a rule  to  which  there  is 
no  exception.  And  it  is  also  a uni- 
versal fact  that  where  the  authority 
to  legislate  or  to  make  laws  exists, 
there  also  exists  tlie  power  to  au- 
thorize men  to  expound,  administer 
and  execute  those  laws  foi’ the  com- 
mon protection  and  defence  of  all 
the  people. 

It  thus  appears,  and  very  plainly 
too.  that  to  act  in  the  name  of  any 
Iierson  or  people  is  TO  ACT  IN 
Til  MIR  AUTHORITY,  when  it  is 
legally  and  properly  conferred;  and 
to  so  act  iv/t/ionf  being  legally  and 
properly  called  and  chosen  by  the 
I)erson  or  persons  in  whose  name 
one  acts,  is  to  become  a transgres- 
sor, an  Impostor,  a usurper  and  a 
criminal. 

This  great  primnple,  so  universally 
n(“ceHsary  to  the  well-being  »)f  all 
l)eo|»le,  was  first  derived  from  the 
laws  and  government  of  Ood.  For 
<10(1  first  ruled  the  nations,  both  be- 
fore and  after  the  flood,  and  it  was 
in  departing  from  that  government 
that  brought  untold  calamiiies  and 
destructions  upon  the  nations;  for 
(lod  is  the  sole  antliorof  all  good 
and  true  government,  and  whatever 
is  good  as  a prineirtlein  government, 
ancient  or  modern,  has  all  been  de- 
rived from  him. 

To  deter  nten  fi’oni  usurping  power 
and  aiitliority  in  his  church  and 
kingdom,  thereby  emiatigering  the 
liberties,  peace  and  everlasting  life  of 
man.  God  gave  tlie  following  com- 
mandment; 


“Thoushalt  not  take  the  NAME  of 
the  Lord  thy  God  in  vain;  for  the 
Lord  wilt  not  hold  liim  guiltless  that 
taketh  his  name  in  vain.”  (Exod. 
20:7. ) 

The  righteousness  of  this  prinoii)le 
is  everj' where  acknowledged 
throughout  the  Bible.  Corali,  I)a- 
tban  and  Abiram  endeavorcil  to 
disregard  and  set  this  law  aside, 
and  miserably  perished,  they  and  all 
connected  witli  tliem.  (Nnm.  l(!:l-4{).) 

Abinielech  did  the  same  thing  ami 
also  miserably  perished.  (Judges, 
chap.  9.) 

Uzziah  was  another  usurper  of  au- 
thority, or  guilty  of  taking  of  the 
naniH  of  God  in  vain,  and  was  there- 
fore smitten  with  leprosy,  and  lie 
had  therefore  to  remain  alone  all  the 
balance  of  his  life.  (2d  Chron.  2(5: 
1(5  to  21.) 

Adonijah,  brother  to  Solomon, 
sought  to  usurp  the  authority  of 
God,  and  miserably  lost  his  life  by 
it.  (Ist  Kings,  Ist  and  2d  chapters.) 
Aiisolom,  tlie  son  of  David,  was  an- 
other of  this  class,  and  came  to  a 
painful  end.  (2d  Kings,  chaps.  15,  16 
and  17.)  Wehai  eanother  case  in  tlie 
person  of  Uzzah,  who  thouglit  ho 
was  doing  a good  act  when  lie  put 
forth  his  hand  to  prevent  the  ark  of 
tlie  covenant  from  falling  out  of  a 
cart  in  which  it  was  placed.  'Jffie 
ark  was  placed  in  the  keeping  of  the 
sons  of  Levi,  wlio  w’ere  ordained  and 
set  apart  to  this  and  other  duties, 
and  all  others  were  forbidden  to 
meddle  with  these  matters  and  du- 
ties. So  Uzzah  fell  by  the  hand  of 
God  for  his  incautious  temerity. 
Now,  these  are  but  a few  of  tiio 
many  things  written  on  this  point 
for  our  learning.  And  they  are  in- 
serted here  to  show  that  God  is  any- 
thing blit  pleased  with  those  who 
usurp  his  authority  and  take  lii.s 
name  in  vain.  The  scriptures  every- 
where teach  ns  that  God  is  a Great 
King  as  well  as  our  Chief  I^aw  Giver, 
and  that  his  laws  are  to  be  n^gard- 
ed  as  supreme  above  all  laws.  If, 
then,  God  is  a Great  King  and  a 
Great  Lawgiver,  it  follows  that 
he  must  liave  forbidden  men  to 
usurp  his  uiithority  and  to  take  ins 
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name  ill  their  lips  when  not  author- 
ized. Usurping  the  authority  of  God 
and  taking  Ids  name  in  vain,  are 
synonomous,  or  the  same.  But 
taking  his  name  in  vam,  implies  that 
he  will  not  regard  any  of  their  acts 
as  lawful.  When  God  calls  a man 
to  hold  office  in  the  priesthood,  all 
his  lawful  acts  are  recorded  and 
written  in  heaven.  His  preachitig, 
his  baptisms,  his  confirmations,  his 
marriages,  his  ordinations,  ids  mis- 
sions, his  sealings,  blessings  and 
adndnistrations,  will  all  be  recorded 
and  written  in  the  Jirchives  of  heav- 
en, and  all  those  who  have  offered 
themselves  for  baptism,  as  members 
of  the  church  and  kingdom  of  God, 
by  obedience  to  the  gospel  laws, 
can  rest  assured  that  what  they 
liave  done  will  be  justly  recorded  in 
heaven  and  acknowledged  in  their 
favor  at  the  time  of  the  general  judg- 
ment, wlien  the  books  of  heaven  are 
to  be  opened,  and  the  dead  judged 
“out  of  the  things  that  arc  tliere 
wiitten”  for  and  against  all  men. 
These  things  may  sound  simple  to 
some,  but  I tell  you  they  ai’e  true, 
and  faithful,  and  in  the  time  to  come 
all  men  will  know  that  they  are 
true.  (Exod.  112:32,  33;  llev.  20:12,  15; 
22:10;  Psal.  G9:28;  Acts  3:19  ) 

But  as  for  those  who  run  without 
being  called  and  sent  according  to 
that  which  is  written,  tlieir  works 
Avill  all  be  vain.  Not  only  will  they 
be  vain  but  God  has  said  that  he 
“will  not  hold  them  guiltless,’’  be- 
cause they  assume  to  act  in  the 
name  of  God,  and  his  son  Jesus 
Glirist,  without  being  either  called 
or  sent  by  liim. 

Jesus  says  that  in  the  day  of  right- 
eous judgment,  “many  will  say  unto 
him,  Lord.  Lord,  have  we  not  proph- 
esied in  thy  name,  and  in  thy 
name  cast  out  devils,  and  iii 
tliy  name  done  MANY  won- 
derful works,’’  and  then  will  I pro- 
fess unto  them,  “Ye  never  knew  me. 
Depnrt  from  me  ye  workers  of  ini- 
quity.’’ (ilath.  7:22,  23  ) 

And  from  the  vast  varh-ty  of 
claimants  which  have  arisen  in  tliese 
(lays,  all  professing  to  be  God’s 
ministers,  with  their  vast  variety  of 


creeds,  clashing  and  contradicting 
one  another  on  all  sides,  we  may 
rest  fully  assured  that  the  great 
mass  of  them  will  be  rejt*cte<l  as 
workers  of  iniquity,  usurpers  of  his 
authority,  and  takei'S  of  his  name  in 
vain;  for  God,  wo  are  told,  “is  not 
the  author  of  confusion,  but  of  peace 
as  in  all  the  cliurelies  of  the  saints,” 
(1st  Cor.  14-33.) 

“In  all  the  churches  of  the  saints,” 
built  up  by  Paul  and  the  other  aiios- 
tles,  there  was  peace  and  harmony. 
They  were  in  possession  of  but  one 
Lord,  one  faith,  and  one  bai)tiHm; 
and  all  had  the  pure  words  and  doc- 
trine of  Christ,  and  no  other. 
There  were  no  ilethodists,  Pres- 
by  terians,  B a j)  t i s t s , Luthera  ns, 
nor  any  of  the  numerous  names 
of  the  modern  churches  found 
in  the  churches  of  the  saints,  and 
should  any  misguided  man  arise 
Hmongthem,en(leavoring  to  corrupt 
or  change  that  doctrine,  he  was 
promptly  brought  under  (liscir)liMe 
and  cut  off  if  hedid  not  repent.  As — 

•‘Now  1 i)eseech  you  brethren,  in 
the  name  (authority)  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  that  you  all  speak  thf. 
name  tliiiifi-,  and  that  there  be  NO 
DIVISIONS  among  you,  but  that  yo 
be  perfectly  joined  together  in  tho 
NHiiie  miml  an<l  in  the  same  judg- 
ment.” (1st  Cor.  1:10.)  Ami  the 
Lord  Jesus  prayed  earnestly  for  tlie 
church  in  his  ministry  that  they  all 
might  lie  one,  “as  we  (tlie  Father 
and  Son)  are  one.”  Neither  pray  I 
for  tliese  (my  disciples)  alone,  but  for 
them  also  which  shall  believe  on  me 
through  their  wor<l,  that  they  way 
be  01)0,  as  thou.  Father,  art  in'me  as 
I in  thee,  that  tliey  also  may  lie  one 
in  us,  that  the  world  may  believe 
that  tliou  hast  sent  me.  And  the 
glory  which  thou  gavest  me  I have 
given  them  that  they  may  be  one, 
even  AS  WE  ARE  ONE.  (John  17: 
20-22.)  Now  there  is  perfect  liar- 
mony  and  agreement  and  unity  be- 
tween the  Father  and  the  Son.  No 
clashing  of  creeds  and  opinions  and 
doctrines  there.  And  tliis  is  precisely 
(he  kind  of  harmony  and  unity  that 
the  Father  and  Son  require  in  his 
church.  And  where  that  unity  and 
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liartnoiiy  in  the  faith  and  doctrine  of 
Clirist  is  not,  there  the  churc-h  of  God 
is  not.  “For  whereas  there  is  ainon^’ 
von  onvyiiifr,  nnd  strife,  and  DI- 
VISIONS, are  ye  not  carnal  and  walk 
as  men?'’  (1st  (^or.  3:3.)  That  is, 
are  ye  not  acting  upon  the  dictatfs 
of  your  own  corrupt  minds,  and  as 
unconverted  men?  God  is  nt)t  the 
autlior  of  these  thing-s,  therefore  tlie 
modern  churches,  wliere  all  these  car- 
nal doings  are  found,  are  not  yet  con- 
verted to  God,  but  are  walking  after 
their  own  corrupt  ways.  And  as 
God  hates  all  these  things,  he  has 
never  called  nor  autlioriK«‘d  any  man 
or  set  of  men  to  found  and  huihl  up 
these  divisions  as  his  ministers.  That 
is  plainlv  evident. 

Now,  to  be  bi-i'f,  the  scriptures 
speak  of  two  orders  of  jiriesthood— 
the  one  called  the  Aaronic  Priest- 
hood, and  the  other  the  .Melchijiedec 
Priesthood;  and  these  two  prii  st- 
iioods  menu  the  two  orders  dr  of 
oilici  rs  which  God  placi'd  in  Ins  king- 
dom to  be  the  leaders,  rulers  and  in- 
struct<>rs  of  his  people.  These  priest- 
hoods  wer(Mlivided  into  a variety  of 
oflices,  or  classes  of  olficers,  each 
class  having  duties  and  re.si)onsil)il- 
ities  assigned  him  to  perform  ju:c4)rd- 
ing  totlie  needs  and  circumstances  of 
the  i)eople.  The  oflices  of  these  two 
priesthoods  are  ever  thesame,  though 
in  differentages  they  have  been  called 
bv  different  names. 

'The  word  apostle.for  instance,  was 
formerly  messenger,  or  ambassador. 
All  thr.  e of  these  terms  mean  the 
same  thing,  only  apostle  is  tlie  Greek 
for  messenger  or  ambassador. 

“And  the  Lord  God  of  their  fathers 
sent  to  them  by  liis  nwssenfrers,  rising- 
up  betimes  and  sending,  because  he 
had  compassion  on  his  people  and 
on  his  dwelling  place;  but  they 
mocked  the  me.s'.s-enge/w  of  God  and 
<le8pised  his  words  and  misused  his 
|)rophets,  until  the  wrath  of  the 
Lord  arose  against  his  people,  till 
then*  was  no  remedy.”  (.2d  Chron. 
30:15-1(5.) 

“I  am  the  Ivor<l  that  niaketh  all 
things;  that  stretched  forth  the  heav- 
ens above;  that  spreadeth  abroad 
the  earth  by  myself;  that  frustrates 


the  tokens  of  the  liars,  and  maketli 
diviners  mad;  (hat  turneth  wise  men 
backwards,  and  maketh  tlieir  know- 
ledge foolishness;  thatconflrmeththc 
word  of  his  servant,  and  perfornieth 
the  counsel  of  his  inesseng'ers;  that 
saith  to  .Terusalem,  Thou  shalt  be 
inhabited,”  etc.  (Is.  44:24-27.) 

“Performeth  thecounselof  his  mes- 
sengers,” that  is  that  brings  to  iiass 
all  the  words  of  his  prophets  or  mes- 
sengers or  ambassadors. 

“Jlehold,  I will  send  my  messeiif^cr. 
and  he  shall  prepare  the  way  before 
me,  and  the  Lord  whom  ye  seek  shall 
suddenly  come  to  his  temple,  even 
the  mease/igwof  tlie  covenant  whom 
ye  deliglit  in,”  etc.  (Mai.  3:1.) 

“Who  is  blind, but  my  servant,  and 
deaf  ns  my  .messenokr  that  I sent.” 
(Is.  42:19.)  Here  is  another  transla- 
tion of  the  same  woi-ds  in  this  last 
text:  “Hear  ye  deaf  and  look  ye 
blind  that  ye  niay  see.  For  I will 
send  my  micssk.x(jeu  (apostle  aiul 
ambassador)  unto  you  thatareblind, 
yea  a messenger  to  open  the  eyes  of 
the  blind  and  unstop  the  ears  of  the 
deaf.  And  they  shall  be  made  per- 
fect, iiotwitli>tanditig  their  lilind- 
iiess,  if  they  will  hearken  to  the  mos- 
sengci%  the  Lord’s  servant.”  The 
reader  can  choose  either  of  these 
renderings.  I am,  however,  decid- 
edly in  favor  of  the  latter  rendering, 
for  God’s  pro}>hot  or  im  ssenger  is 
neither  blind  nor  deaf,  physically  nor 
8i)iritually,  but  always  well  pi'o- 
vided  with  both  siiiritual  and  tem- 
l)oral,  or  physical  sight  and  heanng. 

“Then  spake  Haggai,  the  Lord’s 
messenger,  in  the  Lord’s  message  to 
the  people,  saying,  1 am  with  you, 
saith  the  Lord.”  (Haggai  1:13.) 
These  texts  show  that  apostles  and 
messengers  or  ambassadors  are  ident- 
ically the  same. 

Some  one  may  ask,  how  all  this 
helps  us  to  distinguish  the  true  min- 
ister of  God  in  these  days  from  the 
false  or  spurious  pretender?  In  this 
way:  First,  that  God  has  no  differ- 
ent order  of  things,  or  any  different 
way  of  accomplishing  the  salvation 
of  man  to-day  than  he  ever  had  in 
the  i)ast.  His  government  is  the 
same,  his  laws  are  the  same,  and  the 
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nuintier  of  choosinf>-  his  officers  and 
conferring  liis  aatliority  iiijon  them 
is  the  same.  If  (iod  should  clianj>(‘ 
in  any  of  those  matters,  it  would  Ixi 
impossible  to  prevent  our  being  de- 
ceived and  led  to  destruction.  If 
(iod  has  changed  in  any  nf  those 
niatters,  it  wouhl  be  first  In  order 
for  him  to  have  put  it  on  record  that 
he  has  so  changed,  and  tell  us 
wherein  he  has  changed,  so  that  we 
may  follow  the  change.  But  we  are 
forbidden  to  believe  that  he  has 
changed  in  any  matter  pertaining  to 
the  order  of  his  churcli  and  kingdom 
and  man’s  salvati<m. 

And  now,  as  tiie  order  of  (jod  in 
all  ages  whenever  he  had  a p<>ople  or 
a Church  on  eai  th,  was  to  place  in 
that  church,  ‘'first  aiK)Stles,"  or  in 
other  wor<ls.  first  ambassadors  or 
messengers,  one  of  whom  was  chief, 
the  latter  called  by  his  own  voice, 
and  anointed  under  his  own  hands 
and  voice,  through  whom  all  other 
apostles  or  prophets,  evangelists, 
bishops,  eldei-s.  pastors  or  teachers 
were  called,  and  receive<l  ordination, 
HO  it  is  now. 

When  .Moses  was  made  “a  i-uler 
and  a deliverer  under  tlie  hand  of  the 
angel  that  appeared  to  him  in  the 
bush,”  (Acts  7:^0)  then  God  called 
Aaron,  through  or  by  revelation  to 
.Moses,  and  commanded  Closes  to 
anoint  and  consecrate  him  that  he 
miglit  ‘‘minister  to  him  in  the  priest's 
otlice.”  (Exod.  40:1:1-10,  2.S:41.) 

.Moreover,  many  others  werecho.sen 
to  be  rulers  and  judg<'8  among  the 
j)eople,  b.v  the  ordination  of  .Moses, 
as: 

‘‘And  I spake  unto  you  at  that 
time,  saying,  I am  not  able  to  boar 
yon  myself  alone.  * * * Take  you 
wise  nx'ii,  and  understanding,  and 
known  among  yourtribes.  and  1 will 
make  them  ruler.s  over  you.  And  ye 
answered  me  and  said,  The  thing 
which  thou  hast  spoken  is  good  for 
us  to  do.  Sol  to<jk  the  chief  of  your 
tribes,  wise  men  ami  known,  and 
ni.uda  (ordained)  them  heads  over 
you.  * * * And  I charged  vour 
judgesfthe  men  chosen)  at  that  time 
saying,  Heartheeauses between  your 
brethren,  and  judge  righteously  be- 


tween every  man  and  his  brother, 
and  the  stranger  that  is  with  iiit 
Ye  shall  not  respect  persons  in  jud^ 
ment,  but  ye  shall  hear  the  small  as 
well  as  the  great;  ye  shall  not  be 
afraid  of  the  face  of  man,  for  thi’ 
judgment  is  God’s.  And  the  cause, 
wiiich  is  too  hurt!  Un‘  you,  })riii}>-  it. 
unto  me  and  I will  hear  it.”  (I)eut 
BDylT.) 

Nowtlu're  were  tweh’e  men  chosen 
at  that  time,  and  also  seventv  oth- 
ers, seemingly  as  a parallel  to  the 
twelve,  and  the  seventy  elders  chosen 
in  the  days  of  Christ;  and  were  it  not! 
for  the  rebellious  of  Israel  in  iliat 
day,  these  twelve  ambassadors,  or  if, 
yon  please  apostles,  and  these  seventy 
elders  would  no  doubt  have  been 
sent  tothe  nations  at  that  tinuMvith 
the  glad  tidings  of  salvation,  and 
everlastiiigrigliteonsiiess  would  liave 

been  brought  in.  For  God  promised 
hsrael  at  this  time  that  if  they  would 
hearken  to  liis  councils  He  would 
make  them  a ‘‘nation  of  kings  and 
pri.  Htstothe  nations  of  the  earth.  ' 
for  the  gospel  of  J.sus  (.'hrist  was 
well  known  among  the  people  of 
God  from  the  days  of  Adam,  as  so 
accompanying  tract  called  .Modern 
Christianity,  page  y.  (Exod.  24:1-10; 
Xiini.  13:1-16;  E.xod.  iy:4-<i.) 

All  the  ministers  of  God  in  every 
age,  greater  and  lesser,  were  or- 
dained to  be  Ids  ministers,  and  all 
ordinations  came  from  the  greate 
to  the  lesser.  The  greater,  who 
wore  called  apostles  of  diffei-enti 
degrees  or  ranks,  are  all  appointed 
by  direct  revelation  from  God,  and 
ibe  lesser  officers  are  called  and  aji- 
poiiited  by  a law  that  laiints  out 
their  tluties  and  the  sort  of  imui  they 
should  he,  but  their  ordinations  al- 
ways came  from  I he  gi-eater  placed 
above  them. 

In  Moses’  day  they  were  reiiuired 
to  be  wise  men.  hating  covetousness, 
fearing  God,  lovers  of  truth,  men  of 
understanding  and  well  known  to 
the  people.  (Exod.  18:21,  22;  Dent. 
1:3.)  .Vnd  the  same  law  guided  the 
apostles  in  thechristian  dispensation 
in  regard  tothe  lesser  officers  in  that 
clinrch:  “M'horefore.  hrethrem,  look 
ye  out  among  you  seven  men,  of  lion- 
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cst  rei)oi't,  full  of  the  MolyGliont  and 
wisdom,  whom  ire  may  api)oint  over 
this  business,  but  we  will  g-ive  our- 
selves cotitinually  to  prayer  and  the 
ministry  of  the  word.  And  the  say- 
ing pleased  thewlnjle  multitudi';  and 
theycliose  Stephen,  a man  full  of 
faith  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  ajid  Phil- 
lip and  Prochoi'us,  and  Nicanor  and 
’’rimon,  and  Parmenus  and  Nicholas, 
a proselyte  of  Antioch,  whoiii  they 
set  b<‘fore  the  apostles:  and  when 
they  had  pi-ayed  they  laid  theii- 
hands  on  them.”  that  is  to  ordain 
them  to  the  work.  (Acts  (kl-tl  ) 

Now.  why  cniild  not  these  men  be 
set  to  work  in  their  office  of  deacon 
in  the  church  of  God  without  the 
laying  on  of  hands?  Simply  because 
iii-st,  it  is  contrary  to  the  law  and 
cominandinents  of  (Jod;  and,  second, 
because  all  men  in  proportion  to  the 
responsibilities  of  their  office  and 
calling  .receive  jiroiiortionate  gifts 
and  blessings,  to  help  them  in  their 
otffee  work  and  ministry. 

•‘For  this  cause  left  I thee  in  (’rote,” 
says  Paul  to  Titus,  ‘‘that  thou 
shouldst  set  in  order  the  things  tliat 
are  wanting  and  ordain  elders  in 
everv  city  as  I had  apiiointed  thee; 
if  any  be  blameless,  the  husband  of 
one  wife,  haviiig  faithful  cliildreti, 
not  accused  of  riot  or  unruly.  For 
a l)ishop  must  be  blameless  as  the 
steward  of  (Jod;  not  scdf-willed,  not 
soon  angry,  not  given  to  wine,  no 
striker,  not  given  to  filthy  luci’e;  but 
a lover  of  hospitality,  a lover  of  good 
men,  sober,  just,  holy,  temperate; 
holding  fast  tlie  faithful  word  ns  he 
liath  been  taught,  that  he  may  i>e 
able  by  sound  doctrim*  bofh  to  ex- 
hort ntid  to  convince  the  gainsay- 
crs.”  (Titus  1:5-9.) 

Again  hs  says  to  Timotiiy:  “This 
is  a true  saying:  Jf  a man  desire  the 
office  of  a bishoj),  he  desires  a good 
work.  A bisho]),  tlien,  must  bo 
blameless,  the  husband  of  one  wife, 
vigilant,  sobei’,  of  good  behavior, 
given  to  liospitality,  apt  to  teach; 
not  given  to  wine,  no  striker,  not, 
greedy  of  filthy  lucre;  but  patient, 
not  a brawler,  not  covetous;  one 
that  rnloth  well  his  own  house,  hav- 
ing his  children  in  subjection  witli  all 


gravity;  (for  if  a man  know  not  how 
to  rule  ills  own  hoiiso,  how  shall  In* 
take  care  of  the  church  of  (Jod?)  No( 
a novice,  !■  st  being  lifted  up  with 
pride  lie  fall  into  the  condemnation 
of  the  devil.”  (1st  Tim.  :5;l-().) 

“And  wlnm  they  (I’aul  and  Ilarna- 
bas)  bad  ordained  them  elders  in 
every  cluircb,  and  bail  prayed  with 
fasting,  they  commended  them  to 
tlie  L(jrd.  on  whom  th<‘v  believed," 
(Acts  14:28.) 

These  texts  are  offered  liere  to 
prove,  as  before  said,  that  the  lesser 
officers  in  the  cliurch  of  (Jo<i  were 
called  according  to  a fixed  law  point- 
ing (Jilt  their  qualifications.  But  tin* 
greater  officers  were  calk'd  by  direct 
revelation,  more  particularly  those 
who  were  called  apostk'S  or  the  am- 
bassadors of  (Jod  in  their  various 
grades;  for  there  are  different  grades 
or  degrees  of  the  aixistolic  office. 
.)(*sus  himself  was  called  an  apostk*; 
that  is,  a messenger  or  a-mbassador 
from  the  Almiglity  liimselt,  wlien  fis 
the  otlu'r  aposiles  were  calii'd 
through  him  by  revelation  and  were 
subject  to  him. 

“Wherefore,  holy  brethren, partak- 
ers of  the  heavi'iily  calling,  consider 
the  AFosTLF  aiul  flif’Ii  Pviosl  of 
our  profession,  ('hrist  Jesus” — the 
anointed  .lesiis.  (Heb.  8:1.) 

Tims  it  has  been  in  all  tlioproiihetic 
ages.  God  firstcallsand  anoints  one 
to  sta.nd  between  him  and  the  whole 
people,  \^■ith  liiin  he  speaks  “fficeto 
face  as  a man  with  his  friend,  and 
notin  dark  visions.”  The  less  diffi- 
cult (iiiestions  were  consigned  to  be 
setlleii  by  the  lesser  officer.s  or  judues, 
but  the  most  ilifticuitof  all  <iuestious 
were  brought  to  the  iiropliets  them- 
selves, who  were  God’s  chief  niulias- 
sadors.  Thus  it  lias  bc'cn  from  Adam 
to  .Moses,  a.nd  from  Mos(*s  to  Elijah, 
and  from  Elijah  to  Christ,  and  from 
•lesus  to  John  the  Uovelator,  and  in 
this  generation  it  has  been  the  same. 
All  the  great  quest  ions  and  decisions 
fell  to  the  lotof  Josepli  Smith  and 
his  lawful  successor  in  the  prophetic 
office,  showing  clearly  that  the  order 
of  the  everlasting  priestiiood  and  its 
office  work  is  over  tin-  same. 

By  this  order  of  things  the  cluirch 
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of  God  should  be  known  from  all 
other  churches,  for  as  the  leadinj? 
men  of  God’s  church  in  all  ages  were 
all  called  by  direct  revelation  from 
God,  all  careful  bible  readers  should 
be  able  to  find  that  church  by  this 
very  mark,  if  that  churcli  was  on  the 
earth  at  all.  (There  were  times 
when  the  church  of  God  was  not  on 
the  earth,  and  of  course  it  could  not 
then  be  found  on  earth  by  atiy  one.) 
Gut  when  it  exists  on  the  earth,  it 
will  or  can  be  found  by  enquij-ing  for 
that  church  whose  chief  officers  are 
appointed  by  direct  revelation  from 
God,  through  the  chief  of  whom  God 
reveals  his  word  to  all  his  people,  as 
in  days  of  old. 

It  wouhl  be  a vain  thing  for  any 
honest  man  to  try  to  find  such  a 
church  anywhere  in  what  is  called 
Modern  ('hristendom.  from  thechurch 
of  Rome  herself  to  the  least  and  last 
“reformed  church”  that  has  arisen 
in  the  last  decade;  for  they  every  one 
deny  that  revelation  has  been  neces- 
sary sitice  the  giving  of  the  revela- 
tions of  St.  .lohn  on  the  Isle  of  Pat- 
inos, and  deny  that  any  revelation 
from  God  has  been  given  since  that 
time.  We  take  them  at  their  own 
words;  for  most  assuredly  if  God  re- 
vealed anything  to  any  of  them  they 
would  tell  us  all  about  it.  The  bible 
is  a book  that  from  lid  to  lid  teaches 
the  necessity  of  revelation  from  God, 
and  never  speaks  against  it. 

As  said  above,  God’sehief  ministers 
in  all  ages,  from  Adam  to  John  the 
Revelntor,  were  always  called  bythe 
voice  of  God,  and  angels  were  sent 
to  commune  with  and  ordain  the 
chief  apostle.  Moreover,  as  God  has 
always  filaced  at  the  head  of  his 
church,  first,  apostles  or  ambassa- 
dors, and  as  an  ambassador  is  one 
speciall.y  sent,  and  God  has  nowhere 
any  different  rule  for  sending  his  min- 
isters or  ambassadors  than  by  direct 
revelation  from  him,  and  as  we  are 
told  in  many  places  that  he  changes 
not;  that  from  age  to  age  he  is  the 
same,  (Mat.  3:6;  James  1:17;  Num. 
2f5:19;  Rom.  11:29;  Psal.  ]02:2.'>-27),  we 
must  believe  either  that  he  has 
changed,  or  that  man  has  grossly 
changed  and  departed  from  him,  for 


we  find  m)thing  to-day  that  looks 
like  his  ancient  order  and  way  of 
working  nmong  either  Catholics  or 
Protestants.  But  God  forbid  that 
we  should  suppose  him  to  change. 
It  is  easy  to  b(*lieve  that  man  may 
and  does  change,  luit  God  never.  We 
must  believe  tiiat  the  change  is  in 
man. 

Let  us  look  first  at  the  ('atholic 
church,  by  far  the  oldest  and  the 
mother  from  whom  all  the  others 
si)rang  by  departing  from  her.  Ibu- 
Popes  claim  to  “occupy  St.  Peter’s' 
chair”;  that  is,  that  they  are  th«‘ 
regular  successors  of  St.  Peter  in  his 
apostolic  and  prophetic  office. 

Now,  a successor  to  the  president 
of  the  United  States  is  a president  of 
the  United  States,  and  whatever  the 
power  necessary  to  make  any  one 
president  of  tiie  United  States,  the 
same  power  it  takes  to  make  his 
successor,  as  long  ns  the  iiresent  con- 
stitution exists,  Tlie  successor  of  a 
king  is  a king,  and  whatever  i)ow<*r, 
and  by  whatever  lawn  king  is  made, 
the  same  power,  exercised  according 
to  the  constitution  of  his  realm, 
must  make  his  successor  as  long  as 
that  constitution  i-emains  un- 
changed. And  just  so  with  all  other 
sovereigns,  governors  and  rulers  the 
world  over,  and  tlirough  all  time. 
And  to  obtain  anyoneof  ilieseplaces 
or  positions  without  receiving  it  un- 
der the  power  and  according  to 
those  several  constitutions,  is  to  be 
guilty  of  treason  and  usurpation  in 
the  first  degree,  and  endangering  the 
life  of  the  state  or  nation  where  it 
was  done. 

Now,  we  have  absolutely  noground 
for  believing  that  the  law  and  con- 
stitution of  God’s  kingdom,  by  and 
under  which  npt)Htle8  and  prophets 
were  made,  is  either  altered  or 
changed  in  the  least.  And  so  upon 
the  principle  that  whatever  ()ower 
makes  the  predecessor  in  office  must 
make  the  successor,  the  same  power 
therefore  that  made  Peter  the  chief 
apostle  or  ambassador  of  .lesus 
Christ,  MUST  OF  NECESSITY  .M  AK  E 
HIS  StJCCESSOR  TO-DAY.  Why 
not?  Who  has  any  sound  argument 
to  offer  against  this? 
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And  now  tlie  question  arises:  Are 
the  popes  of  Rome,  the  so-called  suc- 
cessors of  Peter,  called  and  anointed 
to  succeed  Peter  by  the  same  power 
that  called,  anointed  and  ordained 
I’eter  himself?  Verily,  they  are  not. 
There  is  not  the  slightest  resem- 
blance between  the  inannerof  calling: 
and  inducting:  the  popes  of  Rome 
into  their  office,  and  the  calling-, 
anointing-  and  ordaining  the  apostle 
and  prophet  Peter  into  his  office. 
Not  the  slightest. 

For  instance,  if  a pope  wjis  to  be 
cliosen  to-day  to  fill  the  present 
I’ope’s  place,  it  would  bo  done  bj' 
the  vote  of  the  cardinals.  Some 
i)ishop  of  the  Catholic  church  is  thus 
selected  out  of  several  other  candi- 
dates for  the  office,  and  he  is  really 
not  ordained  or  anointed  at  all.  He 
is  ordained  a bishop,  to  be  sure,  !)ut 
when  elected  ])ope  by  the  cardinals 
he  receives  no  furtlna-  ordination. 

In  order  that  thereadermay  under- 
stand liow  this  is  done,  I will  quote 
from  Goodrich’s  “Religious  Ceremo- 
nies and  Customs”: 

“Policy  exerts  all  her  arts,  and 
sets  every  spring  in  motion,  at  the 
election  of  a pope;  nor  do  the  electors 
always  wait  for  the  death  of  the 
present  chief,  or  head  of  the  church, 
to  begin  those  cabals  and  inti-igiu's 
which  are  proper  for  advancing  him 
w ho m jihei-^esteein  a tit  person  to 
suc-ceecr to  rnc  pontifical  throne;  and, 
although  the  college  (of  cardinals) 
invariably  and  uiuinimously  invoke 
the  assistance  and  aid  of  the  Holy 
(Jhost  to  direct  them  in  the  choice  of 
a Vicar  of  Jesus  Christ,  yet  tlieir  em- 
inences use  all  the  precaution  imag- 
inable [o  piwent  him  from  being  in 
any  u’ay  concerned  in  the  election. 
The  cardinals  are  obliged  to  enter 
theconclave  ten  days  after  the  death 
of  the  pope;  but  before  that  time 
they  hear  the  Mass  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  in  the  Gregorian  chapel,  and 
some  bishop  makes  a Latin  harangue, 
exhorting  t/ie/n  to  make  choice  oi  a 
})erson  who  is  worthy  to  fill  the  chair 
of  the  prince  of  the  apostles.  After 
this  their  eminences  march  in  pro- 
cession to  the  conclave,  two  by  two, 
according  to  their  rank,  attended  by 


the  Swiss  Guards  and  a vast  crowd 
of  iteople,  the  chorus  all  the  while 
singing  the  ‘Veni  Creator.'  Being 
arrived  at  the  conclave,  they  take 
possession  of  tlieir  cells  by  lot,  after 
which  they  all  go  to  the  Paulin 
chapel,  where  the  hulls  for  the.  e/et*- 
tion  of  the  j>ope  are  read,  and  the 
<lean  of  the  sacred  college  exhorts 
the  assembly  to  act  in  conformity 
to  them.  When  this  is  over,  the  car- 
dinals are  allow'ed  to  go  home  to 
dine,  but  must  return  to  the  conclave 
before  three  at  night,  at  which  time 
the  master  of  the  ceremonies  ac- 
quaints them  that  they  ouglit  not 
to  shut  themselves  up,  unless  they 
are  detenpined  to  continue  there  os 
long  as  the  conclave  shall  last,  con- 
sistently with  the  order  and  direc- 
tion of  the  hulls,  in  which  it  is  regu- 
lated that  those  who  go  out  shall 
not  iie  xiermitted  to  return.  The 
governor  and  marshal  of  the  con- 
clave now  post  their  soldiers  in  such 
order  and  in  such  places  as  they 
judge  most  requisite  for  the  safety  of 
the  election.  The  ambassadors  of 
princes,  and  all  those  who  have  any 
interest  in  the  election  of  a future 
pope,  are  allowed  to  continue  in  the 
conclave  for  the  first  twenty-four 
hours.  When  the  clock  strikes  three 
the  master  of  the  ceremonies  rings  a, 
boll,  after  which  all  except  the  elec- 
tors retire.  The  doors  are  then  shut, 
the  conclave  is  walled  up  and  guards 
are  posted  at  all  tlie  avenues.  The 
cardinal-dean  and  cardinal-camer- 
lengo  now  visit  the  conclave  to  see 
if  it  be  well  shut,  and  an  act  thenK)f 
is  drawn  up  by  an  apostolical  no- 
tary.” 

“None  but  the  cardinals  and  two 
conclavists  for  each  (one  ai»  ecclesi- 
astic and  the  other  a soldier),  remain 
in  the  conclave.  Those  cardinals 
wiio  are  princes,  or  who  are  old  or 
infirm,  are  sometimes  allowed  three. 
The  other  persons  appointed  for  the 
service  of  tlie  conclave  are  the  sacris- 
tan. the  under-saci-istan,  a secretary, 
an  under-secretary,  a confessor,  who 
is  alwaj'S  a Jesuit,  two  physicians, 
a,  sm'geon,  tiro  barbers,  an  apothe- 
cary and  their  appi'ontices,  five  mas- 
ters of  the  ceremonies,  a bricklayer, 
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a carpenter  and  sixteen  porters  or 
valets  for  hard  labor. 

“Though  the  office  of  a conclavist 
bo  incommodious  and  uneasy, yet  on 
account  of  its  pri  vileges  it  is  much 
sought  after;  for  aeonc/av/stis some- 
times the  seci'et  agent  of  the  minis- 
ters of  crowned  heads.  Every  officer, 
however,  of  the  conclave  takes  an 
oatli  not  to  I’eveal  any  of  its  secrets. 

“According  to  the  order  of  Inno- 
cent III,  there  are  three  several  meth- 
ods of  electing  a pope,  viz;  By  scru- 
tiny, compromise  and  inspiration. 
The  election  hy  sci'utiny,  which  is  the 
only  way  that  has  been  used  for  a 
long  while,  contains  all  the  formal- 
ity that  appears  most  essential  for 
making  the  election  canonical.  Still 
it  is  no  more  than  a mere  ceremotiy, 
as  the  several  factions  of  the  cardi- 
nals have  united  beforehand  in  the 
choice  of  the  person.  This  harmony 
is  brought  about  by  the  most  refined 
and  delicate  strokes  of  policy,  and 
for  the  most  part  comes  on  after 
their  eminences  have  found  out,  by 
several  scrutinies,  the  disposition  of 
the  sacred  college.  Then,  if  the  votes 
for  any  of  the  candidates  come  near 
the  number  required,  it  is  avery  com- 
mon practice  for  the  other  factions 
to  fall  off  and  coalesce  with  the  oth- 
ers, and  thereby  contribute  to  the 
I)oi»e’8  election,  fearing  to  draw  on 
them  his  hatred  by  a fruitless  and 
unseasonable  opposition.” 

Does  the  reader  see  any  likeness 
here  between  the  calling  and  inaugu- 
ration of  thejjopesin  office  and  the 
call  and  ordination  of  the  apostle 
Peter  under  the  hands  and  voice  of 
tlie  Anointed  Jesus?  If  he  does,  I 
confess  that  he  has  a faculty  for  see- 
ing that  I never  expect  to  attain  to. 
We  might  about  as  well  say  there  is 
no  difference  between  a crystal 
fountain  and  a mudi)uddle.  " We 
might  as  well  say  there  is  no 
difference  between  the  light  of  a 
brilliant  lamp  and  the  thousand 
sparks  flying  from  a chimney  in  a 
dark  night.  But  I will  not  argue 
this,  for  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  no 
one  can  see  any  likeness  between  the 
two  modes  of  conferring  authority. 
But  upon  the  principle  that  “irfiaf- 


ever  power  and  acts  are  necessary  to 
create  and  install  the  predecessor  in 
office  are  also  necessary  to  create 
and  install  the  successor  in  office  as 
long  as  theconstitution  of  thenation 
or  church  remains  unchanged,”  what 
becomes  of  the  claims  of  the  Catholic 
church  that  its  popes  sit  in  the  chair 
of  8t.  Peter  and  succeed  him  “in  the 
functions  of  his  office”?  Is  there  any 
change  made  in  the  constitution  oV 
the  law  and  testimony  of  God’s 
church?  And  if  theiv  is  any  change 
made  therein,  who  made  it?  Where 
is  it  recorded,  and  when  was  it 
made?  And  who  has  anciently  put 
it  on  record  that  such  a change  in 
the  law  and  constitution  of  God’s 
church  and  kingdom  would  be  made? 

All  men  will  agree,  I believe,  in  the 
following  axioms: 

That,  “The  sueces.sor  of  an  apostle 
is  an  apostle.  The  successor  of  a 
prophet  is  a i>rophet.  The  successor 
of  a high  priest  is  a high  priest.  The 
successor  of  a king  is  a king.  The 
successor  of  a bishop  is  a bishop. 
The  successor  of  an  evangelist  is  an 
evangelist.  The  successoroi  ixdeacon 
is  a deacon;  and,  in  general,  tliat 
the  successor  to  him,  who  holds  any 
particular  priesthood  or  office,  holds 
the  same  priesthood  or  o/ffee  as  the 
javdecessor.”  That  whatever  per- 
tained to  the  predecessors  in  ANY . 
priesthood  or  office,  as  regards  power 
or  gifts,  or  privileges,  keys  or  atithoi-- 
ity , or  power  to  unlock  the  mysteries 
of  the  present,  the  past  or  the  future 
of  the  kingdom  of  God,  pertains  or 
belongs  to  the  successors  also. 

There  is  no  use  to-day  forany  more 
than  one  president  or  supreme  ruler 
to  any  people  or  any  nation,  and 
never  was.  And  the  same  rule  holds 
good  as  regards  the  cIuhtIi  of  God. 
The  prophets  of  God  in  all  ages  when 
there  was  a church  of  God  organized 
on  earth,  were  the  supreme  rulers, 
immediately  under  God  to  that' 
church  or  people.  i 

Peter  undoubtedly,  when  the 
Savior  Avas  taken,  was  the  supreme 
presiding  officer  over  the  whole 
church  of  God.  And  it  is  but  reason- 
able to  conclude  that  he  was  made 
so  by  ordination  after  the  resurrec- 
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ion,  according  to  the  promise  and 
nstructions  given  to  him  by  the 
5avior  before  and  after,  for  no  power 
)!•  priesthood  is  given  any  man  to 
I'ad  the  church  of  God  only  by  ordi- 
lation. 

Now  let  118  see:  Peter  was  ordained 
)y  the  highest  authority  that  was 
‘ver  bestowed  upon  man;  that  is,  by 
die  voice  and  under  the  hands  of  tlie 
[AU'd  Jesus  himself,  and  great  gifts, 
nsviiration  and  power  was  bestowed 
11)011  liim  in  this  ordination.  Peter 
lad  the  privilege  then  like  all  other 
irophets  of  conversing  with  the 
ingels  of  God,  and  with  God  himself. 
He  also  saw  the  resurrected  Savior, 
:M)nversed  with  him,  received  bless- 
ngs  and  promises  from  him  and  wit- 
lessed  his  ascension  into  heaven.  If 
t be  true  that  the  powers  and  priv- 
leges  of  the  predecessor  belong  of 
'ight  also  io  the  successors  in  the 
lame  office,  w liere  are  these  blessed 
irivilegea  known  to  or  possessed  by 
iny  of  his  so-called  successors,  the 
lopes?  Peter  in  virtneof  his  ordina- 
tion was  a seer,  had  the  gift  of 
liropliecy,  and  some  of  them  point 
very  forcibly  to  this  generation,  and 
are  especiaHy  fulfilling  in  these  days. 
lUit  where  are  the  pope’s  flowers, 
projihecies,  miracles,  inspiration, 
ministry  of  angels  or  revelations 
from  God?  Does  he  possess  any  of 
these  in  any  tlegree  any  more  than 
the  cardinals,  the  bishops  and  jiriests 
under  and  associated  with  him  in 
his  church? 

Where  is  the  gift  of  tongues,  the 
gift  of  healing,  the  gift  of  prophecy, 
l>owerto  do  miracles, castout  devils, 
the  ministry  of  angels,  or  the  voice 
of  God  in  the  Catholic  church  any 
more  than  in  her  daughters,  the  Pro- 
testant churches?  Is  it  not  as  clear 
that  the  priesthood  of  the  Catholic 
church  is  as  purely  the  work  of  man 
as  it  is  that  the  priesthood  of  the 
various  Protestant  churches  is?  How 
I then  can  any  of  these  man-made  in- 
stitutions authorize  men  to  act  in  the 
name  of  God,  and  the  Lord  Jesus 
and  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God,  when  it 
is  as  clear  as  any  onefactcan  be  that 
they  are  all  acting  under  a usurped 
authority  and  priesthood?  How  can 


any  of  these  act  lawfullyin  the  name 
of  xhe  holy  three  when  there  is  no 
communication  from  them,  and  they 
claim  none?  We  can  easily  see  how 
the  officers  in  the  armies  of  the 
United  States  can  act  in  the  name  of 
the  United  States,  because  they  are 
chosen  and  commissioned  by  the 
tfnited  States,  and  receive  constant 
directions  from  those  above  them 
whom  she  has  lawfully  com  missioned 
to  act  above  them.  We  can  easily 
see  how  the  officers  of  Great  Britain 
in  Ireland  and  Canada,  and  India  and 
Australia,  and  other  colonies  can  act 
in  the  name  of  Great  Britain,  because 
Great  Britain  calls  and  clothes  these 
chief  executive  officers  with  power 
and  authority  to  execute  and  enforce 
the  laws  macle  for  the  colonies.  But 
supposing  the  colonies  should  arise 
and  condemn  those  lord  lieutenants 
or  chief  executives  as  impostors  and 
deceivers,  and  kill  or  drive  them  out 
one  after  another,and  begin  to  claim 
that  they  had  law  and  jurisprudence 
enough,  that  the  canon  of  law  was 
full,  and  that  there  was  no  need  of 
any  more  communications  from 
Great  Britain  upon  state  matters, 
and  begin  to  count  all  who  claimed 
any  intelligence  from  Great  Britain 
as  madmen,  enthusiasts,  fanatics 
and  deceivers,  and  while  they  still 
pretended  to  act  in  the  nmne  of  the 
government  or  the  sovereign  of  Great 
Britain,  begin  to  alter,  change,  amend 
or  abolish  the  laws  enacted  by  Great 
Britain  for  the  welfare  of  the  colony, 
we  would  have  a farce  complete,  and 
a pretty  good  illustration  of  the  po- 
sition occupied  by  the  church  of 
Rome  and  all  her  Protestant  daugh- 
ters towards  the  God  of  Heaven  and 
his  heavenly  messengers. 

I merely  use  the  picture  to  illus- 
trate the  position,  and  not  by  any 
menus  because  I regard  Great  Brit- 
ain as  either  a model  or  a perfect 
government. 

Not  only  is  there  an  utter  want  of 
resemblance  between  the  manner  of 
appointing  and  qualifying  the  offi- 
cers of  God’s  church  and  kingdom  in 
all  ages  to  act  in  his  name  and  that 
of  ajipointing  the  officers  of  the 
church  of  Rome,  but  she  is  justly 
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charged  also  with  altering  and  abol- 
ishing the  laws  of  God,  given  by  liim 
for  the  perpetual  govertiment  of  his 
people.  And  when  the  Prophet  Isaiah 
says : 

“The  earth  also  is  defiled  under  the 
inhabitants  thereof,  because  they 
have  transgressed  the  laws,  changed 
the  ordinance  and  i)roken  the  ever- 
lusting  covenant.'^ 

Therefore  hath  the  curse  devoured 
the  earth,  and  they  that  dwell  therein 
are  desolate;  therefore  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  earth  are  burned  and 
fe\v  men  left,”  (Is.  24:5,  0)  it  hits 
the  church  of  Rome  to  a dead  cer- 
tainty; for  no  otherchurch  has  made 
so  complete  changes  and  substitutes 
from  and  for  the  word  of  God.  The 
Prophet  Daniel  also  speaks  of  a 
mighty  power  that  would  arise  in 
the  future  from  Clirist  that  would 
“east  down  thetruthtotheground,” 
(Dan.  8:12),  would  “destroy  the 
mighty  and  the  holy  people,”  (%’erse 
24)  and  wear  them  out  to  extinction. 
(Chap.  7:25.) 

This  will  refer  to  no  other  nation 
than  old  Rome,  and  of  a certainty 
she  is  the  power  referred  to  here. 

The  everlasting  covenant  spoken 
of  above  is  undoubtedly  the  cove- 
nant made  in  the  Christian  dispensa- 
tion, and  the  Catholic  church,  first 
of  all,  has  grossly  transgressed  and 
changed  the  ordinances  of  that  gos- 
pel or  covenant.  The  everlasting 
covenant  could  benootherthan  that 
made  to  the  apostles  insendingthein 
to  all  nations,  saying:  “Go  ye  into 
all  the  world  and  preach  tlie  gospel 
to  every  creature.  He  that  believeth 
and  is  baptixed  shall  be  saved;  but 
he  that  believeth  not  shall  be  damned. 
And  these  signs  shall  follow  them 
that  believe.  In  my  name  they  shall 
cast  out  devils,  they  sliall  speak  with 
new  tongues,  they  shall  take  up  ser- 
pents, and  if  they  dritik  any  deadly 
thing  it  shall  not  hurt  them;  they 
shall  lay  hands  on  the  sick,  and  they 
shall  recover.”  (ilark  10:15-20.) 

Not  one  of  these  promises  is  rea- 
lized in  the  Catholic  church,  nor  in 
any  of  her  Protestant  daughters  are 
they  realized  or  possessed.  We  {juote 
again: 


“And  Jesus  came  and  spake  unto 
them,  saying:  All  jiowev  is  given 
unto  Me,  both  in  henvon  and  in 
envth.  Go  ye,  therefore,  and  teach 
all  nations,  baptizing  tliem  in  the 
name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son, 
and  of  the  Holy  Ghost;  teaching 
them  to  onsEiivio  all  thinos  what- 
soever I have  commanded  you,  and 
lo,  I am  with  you  always  (on  those 
conditions)  until  the  end  of  the 
world.”  (Mat.  28:18-20.) 

Whj'  I say,  “on  these  conditions” 
—on  tlie  condition  that  they  teach 
‘'nil  nations  ALL  THINGS  WHAT- 
SOEVER I HAVE  COMMANDED 
YOU”— is  that  it  is  fully  sustained 
by  the  scriptures  throughout.  For 
there  is  absolutely  no  promise  in 
scripture  that  God  ever  will  be  with 
any  people  who  have  made  up  their 
minds  that  they  will  follow  their 
own  inventions,  rules  and  regula- 
tions, instead  of  his  commandments. 
How  was  it  wlien  Israel  set  up  a 
calf  us  a god  and  were  d«‘termlncd 
to  follow  it  into  Egypt?  Was  God 
with  them  then?  How  was  it  with 
Corah,  Dathan  and  Abiram?  Was 
God  with  tliem?  How  was  it  witli 
Saul,  King  of  Israel,  when  he  umh  r- 
took  to  rule  according  to  liis  own 
will  instead  of  God’s  will,  set  forth 
in  his  law'  and  commandments?  Re- 
fusing to  repent  or  turn  from  liis 
evil  deeds,  he  could  not  win  the 
fav<u‘ of  God,  although  Sannn'l,  the 
prophet,  pleaded  and  mourned,  and 
fasted  before  God  in  his  l)ehalf  many 
days.  Wlien  the  wicked  kings  of 
Israel  led  Israel  to  commit  sin.  how 
much  was  God  among  orwitli  them, 
especially  when  they  had  been  warnecl 
by  the  prophets  of  God  to  depart 
from  their  evil  deeds?  But  what 
means  this?  “Whosover  transgress- 
eth  and  abideth  not  in  the  doctrine 
of  Chi-ist,  HATH  NOT  GOD.  He  that 
abideth  in  the  doc  trine  of  Christ,  hath 
both  the  Father  and  the  Son.”  The 
Catholic  church  having  altered  ai3d 
changed  and  abolished  many  of  the 
pru*cious  teocliingsof  the  Son  of  God. 
it  is  impossible  that  when  she  under- 
takes to  act  in  the  name  of  God  she 
can  do  otherwise  than  take  his  name 
in  vain,  For,  first  of  all,  she  has 
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}*iven  us  a man-made  priesthood  in- 
stead of  the  God'raa<le  priesthood  of 
the  bible.  Second,  she  has  discarded 
tlie  God  of  Israel,  in  whose  image 
and  likeness  man  is  made,  and  of 
whom  Jesus  was  the  EXPRESS  IM- 
AGPl  (Heb.  and  given  us  a god 
of  their  own  make,  who  is  without 
body,  PARTS  or  PASSIONS,  which, 
instead  of  being  the  greatest,  wisest 
and  most  powerful  of  all,  is  a mere 
nothing  at  all.  Indeed,  the  descrip- 
tion given  of  him  by  the  Catholic 
church  is  the  very  best  possible  name 
for  nothing  at  all.  Third,  she  has 
abolished  the  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
promised  to  all  nations  whei’ever  the 
gospel  would  be  received  and  obeyed. 
She  has  neither  apostles  nor  proph- 
ets, nor  gifts  of  healing,  nor  proph- 
esy, nor  tongues,  nor  visions,  nor 
revelations,  nor  power  from  God  of 
any  kind,  any  more  than  the  Pro- 
testants, things  that  always  fol- 
lowed the  true  priesthood  or  author- 
ity of  God.  Fourth,  though  the 
scriptures  teach  everywhere  to  the 
contrary,  both  by  precept  and  ex- 
ample, the  church  of  Rome  has  set 
up  the  celibacy  of  both  men  and 
women  above  marriage,  in  point  of 
being  more  honoi*able  and  virtuous, 
a thing  that  is  not  anywhere  taught 
in  scripture,  but  the  contrary 
throughout.  If  it  is  more  honora- 
ble to  break  the  commandment  re- 
quiring the  marriage  of  the  sexes 
than  to  keep  it,  why  would  not  such 
a rule  work  equally  well  with  the 
other  commandments?  Why  not 
say  it  is  honorable  to  keep  the  com- 
mandment, “Remember  the  Sabbath 
day  to  keep  it  holy,’’ etc.,  but  more 
lionorable  and  virtuous  to  break  it? 
And  again : It  is  an  honorable  thing 
to  keep  the  comtnandment,  “Thou 
Shalt  not  bear  false  witness,”  but 
more  honorable  to  break  or  disre- 
gard it.  W'hy  should  not  these  rules 
work?  For  marriage  is  just  as  bind- 
ing as  any  other  law  or  command- 
ment. For  the  Lord  Jesus  and  the 
law  of  Goiisays:  “It  is  not  good 
that  man  should  be  alone.”  (Gen. 
2:18,  24;  chap.  9:1;  chap.  35:11.)  And 
Paul  (Specially  says,  “To  avoid  for- 
nication, let  every  man  have  his  own 


wife  and  every  woman  have  her  own 
husband.”  (1st  Cor.  7:. 2)  And  again 
he  says:  “1  will  that  the  yoi  ngicr 
WOMEN  uiuiTy,  henr  children,  guide 
the  house,  and  give  none  occasion  to 
the  adversary  to  speak  reproach- 
fully.” (Ist  Tim.  5:14.)  And  Heb. 
13:4  says:  “Marriage  is  honorable 
IN  Ai.u,  and  the  bed  undefiled;  but 
whoremongers  and  adulterers  God 
will  judge.”  So  what  is  there  wrong 
about  marriage  that  it  should  be 
sworn  against  by  the  authorities  or 
clergy  of  the  Catholic  church?  Why 
w e are  told  that  it  gives  the  priests 
njore  time  to  devote  to  the  affairs  of 
the  church,  and  that  as  their  faith 
requires  the  confession  of  sins  on  the 
pai-t  of  the  people,  the  priests  are 
better  enabled  to  keep  those  mattei’S 
seci'et;  whereas  were  tliey  to  be  mar- 
ried, their  wives  would  be  likely  to 
draw  out  those  secrets  and  whisper 
them  about.  Indeed!  It  is  a won- 
der that  the  Almighty  has  never 
thought  of  that!!  Are  their  labors 
on  behalf  of  the  people  any  more 
arduous  than  those  of  the  clergy  of 
other  denominations?  Or  the  an- 
cient Hebrew  priests,  who  had  much 
more  labor  to  perform  than  the 
priests  of  the  Catholic  chiu-ch  ? Be- 
sides, the  Hebi'ew  priests  were  also 
confessors  of  the  sins  of  the  people; 
but  they  never  thought  of  sweanng 
against  marriage  for  any  such  ex- 
cuses as  the  Catholic  clergy  offer. 
The  whole  tenor  and  teaching  of  the 
bible  is  that  it  is  a great  calamity 
foi-amanto  die  childless!  In  fact, 
that  it  is  among  the  greatest  of  all 
calamities!  I could  give  many  ex- 
amples of  this  from  Holy  Writ  had  I 
the  time.  But  here  are  a few  items : 
Abraham  had  a large  household,  but 
not  a son  to  his  name;  and  he  felt 
sad  enijugh  about  it,  and  when  the 
Almighty  was  making  great  promises 
to  him  he  says;  “Lord,  what  wilt 
thou  give  me,  seeing  1_  go  childless 
and  the  stew’ard  (the  chief)  in  mine 
house  is  this  Eliezar  of  Damascus?” 
(Gen.  15:1-3.)  That  was  as  much  as 
to  say.  Lord,  what  is  all  this  blessing 
and  this  great  land  to  me,  seeing  I 
have  no  son  of  iny  own  flesh  to  in- 
herit it  with  me  ? And  when  the 
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promise  of  a son  was  realized,  there 
was  great  rejoicing  and  praise  from 
Abraham  and  >Sarali.  tlie  latter  be- 
cause her  j-eproHch  among  ineti  had 
been  taken  away;  for  besiiles  being  a 
groat  calamity  to  be  childless,  it 
was  also  a great  reproach  to  be  bar- 
ren. But  Isaac’s  wife  was  barren 
also,  and  Isaac  entreated  the  Lord 
for  hr)-,  a.nd  here  was  gladness  again 
at  being  blessed  with  offspring.  And 
again,  Kachel,  one  of  Jacob’s  wives, 
was  barren,  and  in  the  anguish  of 
despair  she  cried  (»ut,  “Give  me  chil- 
dren or  else  I die.”  And  she  also 
felt  the  blessing  by  saying:  “God 
hath  taken  away  iny  vepronch," 
when  made  a glad  mother.  The 
Prophet  Samuel’s  motlier  is  another 
case  fi’om  wliom  the  customary  re- 
proach of  barrenness  was  taken, 
away  at  the  birth  of  that  migiity 
prophet,  and  praise  and  thanksgiv- 
ing resulted.  John  the  Baptist's 
mother  was  another.  “Thus  hath 
the  Lord  dealt  with  me,”  said  she, 
“in  the  davs  wherein  he  looked  on 
me  to  take  ixwoiymyreproiich  among 
men.”  {Luke  1:20.)  Would  to  God 
that  the  same  love  for  posterity,  the 
same  innocent,  precious  and"  holy 
sentiments  might  again  return  and 
take  the  place  of  the  unnatural  and 
diabolical  sentiments  of  this  presejit 
generation,  where  posterity  is  looked 
upon  as  a curse  and  is  systematically 
dying  out. 

Men  live  by  God’s  law,  they  die 
out  by  its  violation.  As  often  as 
men  vow  or  swetir  that  they  will 
not  marry,  they  not  only  swear  that 
they  will  blot  out  their  own  names, 
but  compel  a corresponding  number 
of  women  to  blot  out  theirs  also, 
and  prevent  them  from  fulfilling  the 
end  for  which  they  were  created. 
For  the  many  tens  of  thousands  of 
Catholic  clergy  that  exist  to-day, 
at)d  that  have  existed  for  so  many 
centuries,  there  must  have  all  along 
been  a corresponding  number  of  fe- 
males driven  either  to  be  harlots  or 
well-preserved  old  maids,  two  things 
which  God  has  expressly  forbidden; 
and  from  the  commencement  of  this 
celibate  life  down  to  this  day,  the 
number  must  have  been  very  great. 


So  it  is  plain  that  this  excessive 
piety  upon  the  part  of  tlie  Catholic 
clergy  has  done  an  incalculable  and 
wholesale  amount  of  evil,  while  it 
has  done  no  good,  but  what  could 
much  better  have  been  done  by  a 
married  life.  There  is  ti-uly  such  a 
thing  as  being  too  pious  to  keep  the 
connnandments  of  God ! ! 

Fifth,  she  lias  given  us  three  kinds 
of  baptism— sprinkling,  pouring  and 
immersion— whereas  God  has  never 
authorized  but  one,  that  is  immer- 
sion; but  immersion  is  a mode  she 
exceedingly  seldom  or  never  prac- 
tices. Sprinkling  is  really  the  mode 
with  her,  and  it  being  entirely  re- 
moved from  the  true  form  of  bap- 
tism, or  immersion,  they  are  ju.stly 
accused  here  also  of  eliHiiging,  alter- 
ing and  substituting  their  own  in- 
ventions for  the  law  of  God.  Indeed 
the  Catholic  church  accuses  herself  of 
having  done  this  very  thing,  for  her 
clergy  confess  that  sprinkling  was 
chosen  by  th<-m  us  a substitiite  for 
baptism,  and  justify  it  outlie  ground 
that  whatevei-  is  done  by  the  authoi-- 
ity  of  the  Catholic  chur(di  is  all  justi- 
fied in  the  sight  of  God.  “The  church 
Ciinnot  do  wrong,”  she  says,  “be- 
cause .Jesus  has  jn-omised  to  be  with 
her  always,  even  unto  the  end.”  It 
mattei’s  not  what  she  does.  The 
promise  to  them  is  unconditional. 
“Individuals  may  do  wrong,  but  the 
church  never,”  is  one  of  their  prin- 
ciples. One  cannot  but  feel  as- 
tounded at  the  monstrosity  of  such 
doctrine. 

The  word  of  GodbyJei-emlah  says: 
“At  what  instant  I shall  sjjeak  con- 
cerning a nation  and  concei-ning  a 
kingdomtobuildandto  plantit,iF  it 
DO  EVIL  in  my  sight  that  it  obey  not 
MY  VOICE  then  will  I rej)ent  of  the 
good  wherewith  I said  I would  ben- 
efit them.”  (Jer.  18:7-10.) 

Why  was  it  that  God  rebuked 
Israel  so  many  times  by  the  proph- 
ets and  broke  them  down,  and  gave 
them  so  many  times  into  the  hands 
of  their  ouemies  and  has  made  them 
wanderers  among  the  nations,  a hisS 
and  by-word  among  them  for  many 
generations,  if  he  can  so  easilv  sanc- 
tify the  sins  of  tlie  Catholic  church? 
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Is  not  ono  people  as  dear  to  him  as 
another?  And  if  He  can  so  easily  ap- 
prove of  the  sins  of  the  aireat  Catli- 
olic  church,  why  could  lie  not  also 
as  easily  approve  the  sins  of  his  own 
peculiar  people,  Israel?  Has  God 
finally  come  to  have  respect  of  per- 
sons? Has  He  altog’ether  changed? 

Sixth,  there  is  uotliing  in  the  eyes 
of  God  that  is  any  more  pure  and  in- 
nocent thanalittlechild.  “Of  such,” 
says  Jesus,  “is  the  Kingdom  of  lieav- 
en.”  Yet  the  (’atholic  church  pro- 
nounces them  lost  in  hell  unless  they 
are  (not  baptized)  but  sprinkled  to 
save  them  from  the  flames  of  hell. 
Thus  God  is  made  to  do  wliat  the 
basest  rurtia!i  on  earth  would  shrink 
from  in  horror!  'rims  might  we  go 
on  examining  the  abuses,  abolish- 
ments, cnanges  and  alttn-iitions  whicli 
the  church  of  Rome  has  deliberately 
made  in  the  doctrhie  of  Jesus  Christ 
till  it  would  fill  a good  sized  volume. 
On  the  principle  that,  “whosoever 
transgresses  and  abides  not  in  the 
doctrine  of  Christ  hath  not  God,” 
can  we  su|)pose  that  the  Almighty 
or  Ins  son  Jesus  Christ  has  left  the 
lioly  priesthood  among  that  people 
for  fifteen  hundred  years,  to  adminis- 
ter her  heathen  ordinances  in  his 
name?  That  he  acknowledges  their 
works  to  lie  his  works?  And  these 
priests  to  be  liis  ministers?  Wiioso- 
ever  adds  to  or  takes  away  froni  the 
things  of  God,  his  i)art  will  lie  taktui 
“out  of  the  Book  of  Life,  and  out  of 
tile  holy  city,”  and  from  the  cove- 
nants and  promises  made  to  those 
who  serve  him  (Rev.22:lS,l<).)  Verily 
no.  None  such  are  nor  ever  were  his 
ministers.  Therefore  in  doing  any  of 
these  things  in  tlie  name  of  tlie  holy 
three,  they  take  God’s  name  in  vain, 
and  they  will  not  be  held  guiltless. 

But,  says  one,  what  about  the 
Protestant  churches?  Where  do  they 
stand?  Alas  for  the  Protestant 
churches!!!  Church  history  shews 
only  too  plainly  that  all  the  older 
sects,  as  the  Lutherans,  the  Baptists, 
tlie  church  of  England,  the  Presby- 
terians and  others  came  out  of  the 
church  of  Rome  in  which  their  fore- 
fathers had  lived  for  many  centuries, 
as  many  sects  before  them  had  done 


also;  and  the  younger  sects,  such  as 
the  Methodists,  Campbelites,  Qua- 
kers, Shakers  and  all  the  Reformed 
Baptists,  Reformed  Methodists,  Re- 
formed Presbyterians,  and  others 
have  merely  sprung  from  those  older 
offshoots  from  the  church  of  Rome. 
'Phey  are  Rome’s  granddaughters. 

One  thing  is  clear  and  certain,  and 
that  is  that  there  can  be  but  one  true 
church. 

If  the  churcli  of  Rome  was  the  true 
church,  as  she  herself  claims,  then  the 
Protestant  reformers  as  they  arecall- 
ed.  separated  themselves  fi-om  and 
rebelled  against  thetruechurch.  And 
when  they  withdrew  from  it,  they 
ceased  to  be  ministers  of  thatchurch; 
and  whatever  auihorlty  they  had 
when  in  that  church  as  its  ministers, 
they  forfeited  w’hcn  they  left  it.  For 
when  men  separate  themselves  from 
the  church  of  God,  they  can’t  liring 
any  authority  out  of  it  to  build  up  a 
church  in  opiiosition  to  it.  Ifsotlien 
the  churcii  of  God  would  l>e  two, 
clashing  and  making  war  upon  itself, 
and  Jesus  says,  “a  house,  or  king- 
dom divided  against  itself  cannot 
stand.”  The  Almighty  therefore  can- 
not be  tlie  authorofadivided church, 
ora  divi<led  kingdom.  As  said  be- 
fore, if  the  church  of  Rome  was  the 
church  of  God  when  the  reformers 
left  it,  then  they  left  tlie  church  of 
God  and  all  their  church  buildingever 
since  has  been  a vain  thing,  and  ut- 
terly without  authority  from  God, 
and  at  enmity  against  him.  But  on 
the  otiier  hand,  if  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic church  was  not  the  church  of  God 
and  was  so  vile,  corrupt,  heathen  and 
apostate  as  the  Protestant  reform- 
ers say  she  w'as,  and  had  been  “for 
over  seven  hundred  years,”  then 
there  was  no  true  priesthood  or  au- 
thority to  administer  the  ordinances 
of  the  gospel  in  that  church!  And 
therefore  the  reformers  could  huing 
NONE  OUT  WITH  them.  Consequently 
so  far  as  this  lack  of  authority  is 
concerned,  Protestants  and  Catho- 
lics of  all  ranks  and  conditions  are 
alike  destitute  of  it.  This  is  precise- 
ly the  view'  that  every  thinking  man 
must  take  of  this  matter  w'hen  the 
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facts  in  the  case  are  laid  before  liini. 
There  is  no  middle  |?rouud. 

Tliat  which  is  now  called  Catlioli- 
cisni  was  the  national  religion  of.the 
Itoman  empire  with  the  exception  of 
the  verj-  few  additions  made  to  it  in 
its  more  modern  times.  It  was  orig- 
inated in  the  time  of  ConstantineThe 
Great,  who  in  his  day  conceived  the 
idea  of  harmonizing  all  of  the  re- 
ligions that  then  existed  which  were 
very  numerous,  in  his  empire,  both 
of  Christians  and  heathens,  into  one 
national  religion. 

The  leaders  of  the  numerous  sects 
of  both  kinds  at  his  request  assem- 
bled together  and  the  result  of  their 
deliberations  wns  the  Catholic  faith 
as  we  now  find  it  among  the  na- 
tions, with  a very  few  exceptions  as 
observed  before,  added  in  more  re- 
cent times. 

John  Wesley,  speaking  of  the  loss 
of  the  spiritual  gifts  promised  to  the 
true  believers  iu  the  true  gospel  by 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  says:  “We 
seldom  hear  of  them  after  that  fatal 
period;  when  the  Emperor  ('onstan- 
tine  called  himself  a Christian,  and 
from  a vain  imaginaliou  of  promot- 
ing the  Christian  cause  thereby,  heap- 
ing riches  and  power  and  honorupon 
the  Christians  in  general;  but  in  par- 
ticular upon  the  Christian  clergy. 
From  this  time  they  almost  totally 
ceased — a very  few  instances  were 
found.  The  cause  of  this  was  not 
(as  has  been  vulgarly  supposed)  ‘be- 
cause there  was  no  more  occasion  for 
them,  because  all  the  world  had  be- 
come Christians.’  This  is  a misera- 
ble mistake — not  a tw’entieth  part  of 
it  was  then  nominally  Christians. 
The  real  cause  was  “the  love  of 
many,”  almost  of  all  Christians  so- 
called,  was  “waxed  cold.”  The 
Christians  had  no  more  of  thespiiit 
of  Christ  than  the  other  heathens. 
The  Son  of  Man  when  he  came  to 
examine  his  church  could  hardly 
“find  faith  on  the  earth.”  This  was 
the  real  cause  why  the  exti*aordimiry 
gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost  Avereno  long- 
er to  be  found  in  the  Christian 
church;  because  the  Christians  had 
turned  heathens  again,  and  had  only 


a dead  form  left.”  (See  John  Wes- 
ley’s 94th  Sermon,  Par.  2.) 

This  is  a very  sad  picture  given  of 
the  Christian  religion  in  Constantine's 
day — the  lime  of  the  founding  of 
what  is  now  called  the  Roman  Cath- 
olic faith.  Rut  John  Wesley  is  very 
far  from  being  alone  in  this  matter. 
Goldsmith  gives  us  in  his  Histoiy 
of  Rome  a very  similar  picture. 
Alexander  Campbell  also  speaks  oft  He 
apostacy  of  the  early  Christian 
church  as  follows:  “Since  the  full- 
ness of  the  great  apostacy,  foretold 
hythc  apostles  and  prophets,  numer- 
ous attempts  at  reformation  have 
been  made.  Societies,  indeed,  may 
be  found  among  us,  far  in  advance  of 
others  in  their  progress  toward  the 
ancient  order  of  things,”  (that  is, the 
apostolic  church,  with  its  gifts  and 
blessings)  “but  we  know  of  none 
that  have  fully  attained  to  that 
model. 

“The  pi-actical  result  of  all  creeds, 
reformations  and  iinprovemejits, 
and  the  expectations  ami  longings 
of  society  warrant  the  conchision 
that  SOME  NEW  REVELATION  or 
some  new  developments  of  the  reve- 
lations of  God  must  be  made  before 
the  hopes  and  expectations  of  all 
true  Christians  can  be  realized,  or 
CHRISTIANITY  CAN  SAVE  and  rcfonu 
the  nations  of  this  Avorhl.  AVe 
WANT  THE  OLD  GOSPEL  BACK, 

and  SUSTAINED  KY  THE  ANCIENT  OR- 
DER OF  THINGS.”  (Christian  Svstem, 
p.  .S,  p.  274  and  234.) 

“The  ancient  order  of  things” 
Avhich  alone  can  “sustain”  or  sup- 
port the  true  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
are  apostles,  prophets,  evangelists, 
pastors  and  teachers,  called  of  God 
by  revelation,  with  the  gifts  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  jiromised  to  all  true  bt- 
lievers. 

Take  away  the  officers  of  a na- 
tion and  you  take  away  tlie  liberties, 
blessings  and  privileges  of  that  na- 
tion, whatever  they  may  have  been. 
The  United  States,  without  its  offi- 
cers, would  be  a vast  mob. 

There  can  be  neither  school  dis- 
trict, town,  county  or  state,  with- 
out their  officers.  Give  them  back 
their  officers  and  the  blessings  of 
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liberty,  whatsoever  they  are,  will 
retiiru.  When  I say  tAeir  officers  I 
mean  such  officers  as  their  constitu- 
tion f^ives  them.  I don’t  mean  a set 
of  usurpers  wlio  would  ride  into 
power  in  utter  disregard  of  the  con- 
stitution and  the  laws.  You  would 
not  be  veiT  likely  to  have  your  con- 
stitutional liberties  under  a class  of 
men  of  that  stamp.  You  perceive 
then  that  the  laws  of  any  country, 
be  they  ever  so  good,  give  no  guar- 
antee of  safety  to  life  or  property 
without  their  appropriate  rulers. 
Just  so,  and  upon  the  same  princi- 
ple, if  we  have  not  the  same  kind  of 
rulers  that  the  law  and  constitution 
and  testimony  of  God  calls  for,  we 
cannot  expect  to  receive  and  enjoy 
the  blessings  of  God’s  kingdom. 
Give  us  the  officers  of  the  church  and 
kingdom  of  God — apostles,  prophets, 
evangelists,  pastors  and  teachers, 
called  of  God  by  revelation,  the  chief 
of  whom  is  ordained  underthehands 
of  angels  as  in  days  of  old,  who  will 
bring  us  thegiftsand  blessings  prom- 
ised by  the  Saviour  of  mankind; 
then  we  will  enjoy  the  blessings, 
liberties,  privileges,  hopes,  rejoicings 
and  eternal  life  of  the  citizens  of 
(iod’s  kingdoin,  and  not  till  then. 

Just  n.  line  now  from  Kodger  Will- 
iams, the  founder  of  the  Baptist 
church  in  America:  “We  are  yet,’’ 
he  says,  “in  Babylon,  yet  in  the  wil- 
derness. I conceive  that  the  iiposta- 
ey  of  iinti-Chhst  has  so  //w corrupt- 
ed all,  that  there  can  be  no  recov- 
ery out  of  that  apostacy  till  Christ 
shall  send  forth  new  apostles  to 
plant  churches  anew.” 

It  is  a curious  and  interesting  fact 
that  many  men  may  see  the  necessi- 
ty of  (iod’s  working  as  in  days  of 
old,  and  will  contend  and  earnestly 
pray  for  him  to  do  so,  or  “send  by 
whom  he  would;”  but  when  the  Al- 
mighty in  his  own  way,  and  his  us- 
ual manner,  condescends  to  answer 
the  prayers  and  desires  of  these  very 
men,  they  are  very  often  found  to  be 
the  first  to  reject  it,  and  become  its 
greatest  enemies.  Caiaphas,  the 
high  priest,  prophesied  that  Jesus 
would  die  for  that  nation  (the  Jews) 
and  also  for  the  sins  of  the  whole 


world,  but  we  have  no  evidence  that 
he  ever  followed  him  or  regardetl  his 
teachings.  (John  11:47-52;  Math. 
2(5:57-6?:l.)  Indeed  he  seems  to  have 
become  a bitter  enemy  to  Jesus.  The 
mother  of  Jesus  was  poor,  and  his 
being  born  in  a manger,  and  his 
traveling  without  purse  or  scrip  to 
preach  the  gospel  without  a place  to 
lay  his  head,  were  all  too  much  and 
too  low  for  the  great  Caiaphas  to 
condescend  or  stoop  to.  And  when 
God  passed  by  the  learned  Alexander 
Campbell,  atid  a host  of  other  great 
ones,  and  condescended  to  take  the 
young  man  Joseph  Smith  from  his 
rural  home  in  the  backwoods,  and  by 
the  ministry  of  angels  made  him  the 
instrument  in  his  hand  to  build  up 
his  church,  with  apostles  and  proph- 
ets, evangelists,  etc.,  at  its  head  ac- 
cording to  the  “ancient  order  of 
things,”  with  the  pure  gospel  and 
the  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost  following 
— just  what  the  Alexander  (’anip- 
bell’s  desired,  saw  the  need  of,  and 
prayed  for;  this  was  all  too  much 
for  them! 

They  had  forgotten  that  “God 
hath  chosen  the  poor  of  this  world 
rich  in  fiiith,”  and  heirs  of  the  king- 
dom of  God;  “that  he  choses  the 
“weak,”  and  the  “simple”  and  the 
“despised”  and  the  “base”  things  of 
the  world  to  confound  the  wise,  and 
to  bring  to  naught  things  that  are, 
that  no  flesh  should  glory  in  his 
presence,”  (Jame82:5;  lstCor.l:26  to 
29)  and  of  course  it  was  too  low  for 
them  to  stoop  to!  0,  yes. 

When  Rodger  Williams  said,  “we 
are  yet  in  Babylon,”  he  ought  to 
have  said  confusion,  for  that  is  what 
Babylon  means.  He  got  the  word 
from  John  The  Revelator,  who  look- 
ing down  the  stream  of  time  in  the 
visions  of  God,  saw  the  apostacy  of 
both  tiie  mother  church  and  her  Pro- 
testant daughters  or  churches,  in 
their  present  and  past  confusion, 
folly  and  false  doctrine;  and  the  an- 
gel that  instructed  him.  character- 
ized the  mother  as:  “MYSTERY, 
BABYLON  THE  GREAT,  THE 
MOTHER  OF  HARLOTS  AND 
ABOMINATIONS  OF  THE 
EARTH.”  (See  Rev.  17:5.)  That  is. 
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MYSTERY,  THE  GREAT  CONFUS- 
ION, THE  MOTHER  of  CHURCHES 
and  ABOMINATIONS  of  the  Earth. 

She  is  called  “mystery”  because 
there  is  no  revelation  from  God, 
which  frives  light  and  understatuling 
unto  all  men,  in  that  church.  Fog, 
mist  and  darkness  surrounds  all  its 
members.  Tliey  have  nothing  but 
the  word  and  traditions  of  its  priests 
to  build  their  faith  or  their  hopes  up- 
on! Tliere  is  not  one  man  in  that 
churcli  that  knows  his  faith  is  true. 
In  the  church  of  God  men  are  not 
thus  left  in  ignorance;  they  know 
that  they  are  not  deceived. 

“Confusion  the  great,”  because  the 
more  one  undertakes  to  prove  her 
ffiitli  and  her  traditions  to  be  true  by 
the  word  of  God,  the  more  he  is  con- 
fused and  bewildered. 

“The  Mother  of  HarU)ts,  and 
Abominations  of  the  Earth,”  because 
she  has  brought  forth,  by  hercorrupt 
and  abominable  faith  and  teachings, 
many  cimrches,  a good  deal  like  her- 
seif,  worshipping  the  same  nonsensi- 
cal nonentity  of  a god,  denying  the 
nettessity  of  revelation,  denying  the 
gifts  of  the  gospel  promised  by  the 
{Saviour  of  mankind  to  all  believers; 
practicing  the  same  sprinkling  for 
baptism,  making  the  samefalseclaini 
to  the  authority  of  the  holy  i)i-iest- 
hood,  and  holding  on  to  their  errors 
with  the  same  cast  iron  unwiiling- 
nesH  to  yield  themselves  to  the  truth. 
Indeed  in  one  way  and  another,  di- 
rectly and  indirectly,  the  church  of 
Rome  is  held  accountable  before  God 
for  all  the  abominations  committed 
for  many  centuries  xipon  the  earth, 
or,  at  any  rate  throughout  Christen- 
dom. 

In  all  ages  of  the  world,  the  churcli 
of  God.  organized  atid  led  by  him, 
was  spoken  of  as  “the  Bride,  the 
Lamb’s  wife.”  But  whenever  this 
church  forsook  the  ordinances  of 
God,  and  went  over  to  the  embraces 
of  idolations,  kings  and  princes,  fol- 
lowing their  heathen  rules,  laws  and 
counsels,  instead  of  tiie  laws,  coun- 
sels and  commandments  of  God,  she 
was  then  called  and  esteemed  a 
whore;  and  the  generations  arising 


from  her  were  called  harlots  and  l)as- 
tards,  (see  Rev.  17:1-18;  Jer.  yi;31,  {{2; 
•ler.  3:20;  Ezek.  16:28— {15;  2d  Cor. 
11:2;  Hosea  2:2-4.)  Hence  the  justice 
and  propriety  of  naming  this  great 
npostaleciiurcli,  “TheGreat  AVhore,” 
“the  whore  of  all  the  earth,”  a wife 
pxTt  away  from  her  husl)and,  because 
of  her  adulterous  practices.  The 
reader  is  advised  to  examine  the 
above  passages  andtheirconiiections 
for  himself. 

Having  shown  the  utter  ground- 
lessness of  the  claims  of  both  Catho- 
lic and  Protestant  churches  to  hold 
any  genuine  priesthood  or  authority 
from  God,  to  administer  the  oi’di- 
nances  of  the  gospel  in  his  name, 
some  will  by  this  time,  perhaps,  be 
enquiring,  whence  tlie  claim  to  tlio 
priesthood  by  theLatter  Day  Saints? 
If  neither  Catholic  nor  Protestant 
churches  possc-ss  any  authority 
from  God  to  administer  the  ordinan- 
ces of  his  house  or  Ids  g(.)spel,  from 
what  source  have  the  Latter  Day 
Saints  that  powei-  and  authority? 
The  answer  to  this  question  is  that 
they  liave  not  reeeive<i  it  from  either 
a Catholic  or  Protestant  source.  If 
we  were  ever  St)  willing  to  make  a 
claim  of  that  kipid  we  know  that  we 
could  not  reasonably  do  it;  for  we 
have  shown  a hundred  times  by 
many  abler  ijcns  than  mine  that  no 
such  authority  is  to  be  ft)und  among 
them. 

The  claim  made  by  the  leader  and 
founder  of  the  church  of  the  Latter 
Saints  and  his  witnesses  is  that,  in 
answer  to  the  prayer  of  faith,  in  the 
name  of  .lesus  Christ,  God  sent  the 
angels  of  his  i)reseiiee  to  confer  the 
Holy  i)rie8thood  upoii  .Joseph  Smith 
and  Oliver  Cowdery,  his  earliest  as- 
sociate in  the  l>ringing  in  of  the  Lat- 
ter day  dispensation;  and  they  (the 
angels)  did  it  according  to  the  order 
of  God,  by  their  voice  and  the  laying 
on  of  theirhands.  Forthere  isnooth- 
er  way  of  conferring  itriesthood  or  the 
authority  of  God  to  act  in  his  name, 
only  under  the  hands,  and  voice  of 
those  who  lawfully  possess  it.  .These 
heavenly  personages  claimed  to  be 
the  ancient  apostles  orambussadors, 
Peter,  James  and  John,  who  each  in 
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his  time  possessed  this  highest  order 
the  priesthood  after  the  order  of 
Melchizodec;  w hicli  oi-der  was  after  the 
order  of  the  Son  of  God.  But  Joseph 
Smith  alone  held  this  highest  and 
most  holy  order  of  tliat  priesthood, 
and  Oliver  Cowdery  was  ordained  to 
a lesser  or  subordinate  order  oroffice 
in  said  priesthood;  ami  as  the  church 
began  to  be  organized  by  these  men, 
according  to  the  instruction  of  the 
God  of  Ijeaven,  there  were  many 
others  ordained  under  their  hands 
to  the  lesser  offices  in  this  clnirch. 
Finally  there  were  Twelve  Apostles 
called  and  ordained  and  a quorum  of 
seventy  elders  also  to  assist  and  ac- 
company those  Twelve  in  thepreach- 
ing  of  the  gospel  to  tlie  nations. 
Herein  is  the  claim  of  the  chui-ch  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter  Day  Saints  to 
the  aiitljority  to  act  in  the  name  of 
God,  as  ids  ministers  in  tlie  ordiii- 
anc<!S  and  sacraments  of  his  house, 
church,  or  kingdom.  And  if  these 
things  sound  strange,  as  of  course 
they  do,  equally  strange  have  the 
claims  of  all  other  prophets  sounded 
in  their  day  and  generation.  They 
all  liave  had  just  such  a story  to  tell 
to  their  fellow  men;  for  tliey  were  all 
called,  ordained  and  sent  alike,  by 
the  same  God,  and  because  of  the 
same  strong  and  mighty  faith.  And 
Jesus  himself  was  no  exception  to 
the  rule.  And  that  Jesus  was  or- 
dained, and  that  under  the  hands  of 
his  heavenly  father  himself,  I will 
now  proceed  to  show. 

“The  spirit  of  the  Lord  God  is  upon 
me,”  said  he,  “because  He  hath 
anointed  me  to  preach  glad  tidings 
untf)  the  meek;  to  bind  up  the  brok- 
en hearted;  to  preach  liberty  to  the 
captives,  and  the  opening  of  the 
prison  to  them  that  are  bound;  to 
proclaim  the  acceptable  year  of  the 
Lord,  and  the  day  of  vengeance  of 
our  God,”  etc.  (Luke  4:16-19.) 

Oh, yes.  He(.)e8UH)  notwithstand- 
ing that  he  never  sinned,  had  to  be 
called  by  the  voice  of  God,  and 
anointed  under  his  hand,  before  he 
dare  undei*take  to  act  as  God’s 
minister  in  any  of  these  things.  Had 
he  done  so  he  never  could  have  been 
the  saviour  of  mankind.  He  would 


then  have  been  found  a transgressor 
and  a taker  of  God’s  name  in  vain. 
And  then,  alas,  for  the  salvation  of 
man.  You  perceive  that  he  had  to 
he  anointed  and  set  apart  to  all 
these  duties  in  order  that  he  might 
have  authority  and  the  inspiration 
of  God  to  guide  him  in  all  these 
matters.  Well  again,  it  is  written: 

“Thou  (Jesus)  hast  loved  rif>-ht- 
eowsness,  and  hated  iniquity;  thkur- 
FOKE  thy  God  hath  anointed  thee 
with  the  oil  of  gladness,  and  set  thee 
above  Ai,L  TiiY  FELLOWS.”  (Heb. 
1:S,  9.) 

And  being  set  above  aii  his  fellows, 
that  is  all  the  angels  and  all  the  holy 
prophets,  and  all  his  fellow  men, 
that  implies  very  strongly  that  it 
was,  as  the  scriptures  say,  done  by 
the  hand  and  voice  of  the  God  of 
Israel  himself,  for  no  man,  nor  set  of 
men,  can  anoint  and  ordain  anv  one 
to  an  office  or  place  in  the  church 
and  kingdom  of  God  above  them- 
selves. So  Peter  says: 

“He  hath  appointed  a day  in  the 
which  he  will  judge  the  worhl 
by  that  man  whom  He  hath  onlain- 
ed;  of  which  he  hath  given  assur- 
ance unto  all  men,  in  that  he  hath 
rallied  him  from  the  dead.”  (Acts 
17:yi,  92.)  ^ 


“For  of  a truth,  against  thy  holy 
child  Jesus,  whom  thou  (God)  hast 
ANOl.N'TED,  both  Herod  and  Pon- 
tius Pilate,  with  the  Gentiles,  and  the 
people  of  Irael  were  gathered  togeth- 
er, to  do  whatsoever  thy  hand,  and 
thy  counsel  hath  determined  before 
to  be  done.  (Acts  4:27,  28.) 

“Therefore  let  all  the  house  of  Is- 
rael know  assuredly  that  God  hath 
made  that  same  Jesus  whom  ve 
havecrucified,  both  Lord  and  Christ.” 
That  is  Lord  and  ANOINTED. 
(Acts  2:96.) 

Nothing  can  be  clearer  from  the 
New  Testament  teachings  than  the 
fact  that  Jesus,  before  he  entered 
upon  his  ministry,  was  anointed, 
consecrated  and  ordained  to  stand 
between  God  and  man,  as  a mighty 
prophet,  high  priest  and  king  to  all 
mankind.  And  all  the  testimonies 
and  teachings  as  to  how  it  was  done. 
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and  by  whom  it  was  done,  agree 
that  it  was  done  by  the  hand  and 
VOICE  of  the  Almighty,  and  nowhere 
are  we  told  that  it  was  done  by  any 
other  person  or  means.  As, 

“Him  hath  God  by  his  RIGHT 
hand  exalted,  to  be  A PRINCE,  and 
A SAVIOUR,  for  to  give  repentance 
to  Israel,  and  forgiveness  of  sins. 
(Acts  5:31.) 

Therefore,  being  BY  THE  RIGHT 
HAND  of  God  exalted,  and  having 
received  of  the  Father  the  promise  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  he  hath  shed  forth 
this  (outpouring  of  the  Holy  Ghost) 
which  ye  now  see  and  hear.”  (Acts 
2:513.) 

To  those  educated  in  the  religions 
boobyism  t)f  the  dark  ages,  that  des- 
scribes  God  as  having  “neither  hody, 
PARTS  nor  passions,”  as  now  found 
in  all  the  orthodox  creeds,  I have  no 
doubt  that  the  idea  that  God  anoint- 
ed Jesus  with  his  own  hands,  will 
sound  strange.  But  if  they  will  lay 
by  the  blinding  notions  of  the  old 
Catholic  faith,  and  look  squarely  at 
the  simple  and  plain  statements  of 
scrij)ture  concerning  him,  they  will 
then  only  wonder  at  the  heathen 
folly  in  which  they  were  brought 
up.  God  said  to  Jesus  at  the  first. 
“Let  us  make  man  in  our  own  im- 
“Whoso  sheddeth  man’s 
blood,  by  man  shall  his  blood  be 
shed,  for  in  the  image  oi  God  made 
he  man.”  “The  tongue  is  an  unruly 
member,”  ‘ full  of  deadly  poison. 
Therewith  bless  we  God,  and  there- 
with curse  we  men  w'ho  are  made 
after  t/ie  or  likeness  “of 

God.”  (Gen.  1:26,  9:6;  James  3:9.)  It 
is  said  that  God  wrote  the  ten  com- 
mandments with  his  finger,  and 
again  that  from  his  right  hand 
went  a fiery  (a  refining  or  purifying) 
law.  (Exod.  81:18;  Dent.  33:2.) 

All  the  prophets  and  apostles 
who  have  seen  him,  have  testified  to 
his  being  in  form  like  unto  man;  and 
they  have  never  testified  to  his  hav- 
ing any  other  than  the  human  form. 
Jesus  we  are  told  was  the  EXPRESS 
IMAGE  of  his  (God’s)  person. 
Stephen  at  being  stoned  to  death,  as 
a martyr,  had  the  heavens  opened 
to  him  and  he  saw  “Jesus  standing 


at  the  RIGHT  HAND  of  God.” 
(Acts  7:54  to  58.)  And  the  testimony 
of  all  the  apostles  who  have  spoken 
of  Jesus’ ascent  into  heaven  is  that 
he  sits  with  God  on  his  throne,  at 
his  RIGHT  HAND. 

“The  Lord  said  unto  my  Lord,  sit 
thou  at  my  rfght  ha/n/ until  I make 
thy  foes  thy  footstool.”  (Ps.  110:1; 
Math.  22:44.) 

“When  he  had  purged  our  sins,  sat 
down  at  the  right  hand  oi  the  ma- 
jesty on  high.”  (Heb.l:3.)  -But  this 
man  after  he  had  (tffered  one  sacri- 
fice for  sins  forever,  sat  down  on  the 
right  hand  of  God.”  (Heb.  10:12.) 
“Who  is  gone  into  heaven,  and  is  on 
the  right  hand  of  God.”  (1st  Pet. 
3:22;  Eph.  1:20;  Col.  3:1.)  Yes,  God 
has  a right  hand  and  a left  hand, 
and  is  exactly  in  the  image  and  like- 
ness of  his  son  Jesus  Christ,  “who 
was  made  in  all  things  like  unto  his 
brethern,”  his  fellow-men.  (Heb. 
2:17.)  And  hence  there  is  nothing 
mysterious  nor  unreasonable  in  his 
being  anointed,  consecrated  and  or- 
dained, iitera/fy  under  the  hands  and 
voice  of  his  Heavenly  Father,  any 
more  than  in  .Moses  being  made  “a 
ruler  and  a deliverer  to  Isrtiel  by  the 
hand  of  the  angel  that  appeared  to 
him  in  the  bush.”  (Acts  7:35.)  Or 
any  more  than  in  David  being  made 
a mighty;prinee,  and  deliverer  to  Is- 
rael under  the  hands  and  voice  of  the 
mighty  prophet  Samuel.  Or  any 
more  than  in  Joshua  being  made  a 
mighty  lender  under  the  hands  of 
.Moses. 

But  the  next  question  is,  when  was 
Jesus  so  anointed?  Peter  says  it 
was  done  “when  John  had  first 
preached  before  his  coming  tlie 
baptism  of  repentance  to  all  the 
people  of  Israel.”  (Acts  13:23,  24.) 

Again  Peter  says  to  Cornelius  and 
his  family  and  fi-iends:  “That  word 
I say  ye  know,  winch  was  published 
thi’oughout  all  Judea,  and  began 
from  or  at  Galilee,  after  the  baptism 
which  John  preached;  how  God 
anointed  Jesus  of  Nazareth  witli  the 
Holy  Ghost,  who  went  about  doing 
good,  and  healing  all  that  were  op- 
pressed of  thedevil.  * * * And  he 
commanded  us  to  preach  unto  the 
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people,  and  to  testify  that  it  is  he 
which  (miiiinediti  God  to  be  the 
jiidg-e  of  quick  (the  living)  and  the 
dead. 

Now  the  greatest,  gTandest  and 
most  glorious  point  in  the  clainis  of 
.Jesus  of  Nazareth  is,  and  was,  that 
he  was  called  by  the  voice  of  (lod, 
and  anointed  under  his  hand.  By 
careful  reading  we  find  that  the  fact 
of  his  being  so-called,  and  anointed, 
formed  tlie  most  powerful  and  im- 
portant principle  in  the  ministry  of 
the  apostles  and  elders,  who  pro- 
claimed the  gospel  of  .Jesus  to  the 
nations.  Indeed  it  is  safe tosay  that 
if  .Jesus  had  not  been  so-calle«l  and 
anointed,  he  never  would  have  ob- 
tained a resurrection  from  the  dead, 
either  for  himself  or  for  any  other 
mail.  It  was  by  his  s))otle8s  riglit- 
eousness  and  faith  that  he  obtained 
tlie  anointing,  and  by  the  anointing 
he  attained  to  the  resurrection,  and 
by  attaining  to  the  resurre(;tion,  he 
is  put  in  possession  of  the  knowledge 
and  po  werto  raise  up  all  others  from 
the  dead,  wlio  are  worthy. 

Finally,  there  is  no  one  fact  in 
scripture  any  clearer  than  that  Je- 
sus was  literally  anointed  undf*!'  the 
hand  and  voice  of  (Jod:  tlierefore 
with  the  greatest  propriety  he  could 
say:  ‘*1  am  come  in  my  Father’s 
mime  (authority)  and  ye  receive  me 
not.  If  another  comes  in  his  ouvi 
name  (authority)  him  ye  will  re- 
ceive.” 

And  the  same  was  true  of  the  apos- 
tles and  those  ordained  l>y  them,  for 
he  has  said  to  them:  ‘‘As  my  Father 
hath  sent  me,  even  so  send  I you. 
That  is:  As  my  Father  has  called 
and  anointed  me  to  preach  glad  tid- 
ings unto  men,  even  so  are  ye  called 
of  God  and  anointed  and  ordained 
under  my  hands  for  that  same  pur- 
pose. This  will  appear  the  more 
clear  from  the  following:  ‘‘And  he 
ordained  Twelve  that  they  might  be 
with  him  (as  assistants  in  his  minis- 
tiy)  and  that  might  send  them  forth 
to  preach  and  to  heal  sicknesses,  and 
cast  out  devils.”  (Mark  3:14,  15.) 
Why  could  he  not  have  sent  them  to 
do  these  things  without  ordaining 
them?  Simply  because  it  would 


neither  be  lawful  to  do  so,  nor  could 
they  rec-eive  either  authority,  power 
or  the  inspiration  necessary  to  guide 
them  in  their  ministry,  or  piiesthood 
to  which  they  were  called.  That  is 
the  whole  secret  of  ordination;  and 
it  was  just  as  true  of  Jesus  as  any 
other  man. 

The  Sevent3'^  who  were  called  to  be 
the  assistants  of  the  Twelve,  were  of 
course  ordained  in  the  same  way,  for 
great  manifestations  of  the  power  of 
God  followed  their  ministry  also. 
(Luke  10:1,  9,  17.) 

When  Judas  fell,  it  became  necessa- 
ry that  one  be  appointed  and  o/"- 
dained  to  fill  his  office.  Two  men 
who  were  already  in  the  ministry 
and  were  worth.v,  were  presented, 
and  because  of  being  equally  worthy 
to  fill  such  office,  it  was  determined 
by  lot  which  should  (ill  the  place. 
Now  says  Peter: 

‘‘Wherefore  of  these  men  which 
have  compaiiied  with  us,  till  the 
time  that  Jesus  went  in  and  out 
among  us,  beginning  fmm  the  bap- 
tism of  John  unto  that  same  day 
that  he  was  taken  up  from  us,  must 
one  be  ordained  to  be  a witness  of 
his  resurrection?"  (Acts  1:15  to  2C.) 

Why  could  he  not  be  a witness  of 
Christ’s  resurrection  without  being 
ordained  to  it?  Because  the  office 
work  of  one  of  the  Twelve  demand- 
ed greater  gifts,  greater  inspiration 
and  greater  authority  than  a less  re- 
sponsible office. 

Paul  says  to  Timothy:  ‘‘Neglect 
not  the  gift  that  is  in  thee,  which 
was  given  thee  by  prophecy,  with  the 
laying  on  »)f  the  hands  of  the  Pres- 
byterv,”  or  the  priesthood.  (1st 
Tim.  4:14;  2d  Tim.  1:6.) 

Now  in  these  tilings  I have  shewn 
how  men  are  called,  and  authorized 
to  act  in  the  name  of  God  and  of  the 
Lord  Jesus,  and  the  Holy  Ghost  as 
his  ministers  in  the  ordinances  of  the 
gospel.  The  same  is  true  of  Old  Tes- 
tament ministers  of  God. 

Moses  was  made  the  mighty  “ruler 
and  deliverer”  that  he  was,  by  the 
hand  of  the  angel  that  appeared  to 
him  in  the  bush.”  (Acts  7:35.) 

Joshua  was  full  of  the  spirit  of 
wisdom,  for  Moses  had  laid  his  hands 


30 


AUTHORITY  TO  ACT  TX  THK  NAME  OF  G01>. 


Upon  him.”  (Dent.  34:9.)  Joshua 
and  all  the  leading  men  under  Moses 
were  called  by  revelation  from  Ood, 
and  were  anointed  and  consecrated 
under  Moses’  hands.  (Num.  27:12  to 
23.)  “And  take  unto  thee,  Aaron,  thy 
brother  and  his  sons  with  him  from 
among  the  children  of  Israel,  that  he 
may  minister  unto  me  in  the  priest’s 
oifice;  even  Aaron,  Nadab  and  Abi- 
lin, Eleazar  and  Ithamer,  Aaron’s 
sons.”  (Exod.  28:1.) 

“And  thou  shalt  anointAaron  and 
his  sons,  and  consecrate  them,  that 
they  may  minister  unto  me  in  the 
priest’s  oifice.”  (Exod.  39:30.) 

Aaron,  in  point  of  office  and  au- 
thority, stood  next  to  Moses,  and 
this  office,  as  it  was  handed  down 
from  father  to  son,  from  Moses  to 
Christ,  was  called  the  office  of  the 
“High  Priest.”  And  of  this  office 
Paul  says,  “No  man  taketh  this  hou' 
or  unto  himself  but  he  that  is  called 
of  God  as  was  Aaron.”  (Heh.5i:4.) 
This  officer  held  the  right  to  the 
ministry  of  angels  and  to  enquire  of 
God  byUrum  and  Thmnmum  for  the 
guidance  of  kings  in  going  to  battle 
and  for  many  other  purposes.  All 
this  came  in  virtue  of  his  ordination. 
(Num.  27:21;  1st  Sam.  28:6;  Chap. 
30:6.)  When  Saul  was  anointed 
king,  under  the  hands  of  Samuel,  the 
iirophet  and  seer,  it  is  said  the  spir- 
it of  God  came  upon  him,  and  as 
he  turned  to  go  from  Samuel  God 
gave  him  another  heart,  and  signs 
and  the  gift  of  prophecy  came  upon 
him  that  day.  (1st  Sam.  10:6  to  11.) 
In  like  manner,  when  David  was 
anointed  under  the  hands  of  the 
same  Samuel,  it  is  said  the  spirit  of 
God  came  upon  him  from  that 
day  and  forwai'd.  (Ist  Sam.  16:13.) 

All  these  things  show  that  when 
men  receive  office  under  the  hands  of 
those  truly  called,  ordained  and  sent 
of  God  to  accomplish  his  work,  and 
minister  in  his  name,  rweive  a pi)w- 
er  and  intelligence  that  leaves  them 
no  longer  in  doubt  but  justly  quali- 
fies them  for  the  work  not  only  in 
one  age  but  in  all  ages. 

Such  a person  as  Samuel  and  Moses 
and  Elijah,  and  Peter,  James  and 
John  were,  such  was  Joseph  Smith, 


raised  up  in  this  generation,  and  just 
such  power,  and  authority  to  build 
uj)  and  organize  the  church  of  God 
anew  on  the  earth  did  he  receive  un- 
der the  angel’s  hand,  (’onsequently 
all  those  whohavereceivedthe  diffei'- 
ent  offices  of  the  holy  prie.sthood  un- 
<ier  his  hands  were  justly  qualified  to 
act  in  the  name  of  that  God  who 
called,  anointed  and  sent  him.  And 
by  these  have  the  word  of  God  been 
correctly  taught  among  the  children 
of  men,  and  the  gifts  of  the  gospel 
promised  by  the  Saviour  to  all  true 
believers,  have  been  poured  out  and 
enjoyed  by  them.  To  search  these 
things  and  to  obey  them  is  to  enter 
in  “at  tlie  straight  gate,”  into  the 
narrow  way  that  lends  unto  ever- 
lasting life,  found,  as  the  Saviour 
says,  only  by  few.  And  to  follow 
and  receive  baptism  at  the  hands  of 
men  not  thus  authoi-ized  to  jireach 
the  gospel,  is  to  enter  at  the  wide 
gate,  upon  the  broad  road  that  leads 
to  destruction;  “and  many  there  be 
who  go  in  thereat,” 

The  reader  by  this  time  must  un- 
derstand that,  if  it  were  possible  for 
any  man  in  virtue  of  his  moral  good- 
ness alone,  to  be  acceiited  as  a min- 
ister of  God,  it  surely  was  Jesus  of 
Nazareth;  for  (iod,  angels  and  men 
inspired  of  God,  all  declare  that  he 
was  sinless.  But  we  see  that  that 
alone  did  not  authorize  him  to  act 
as  a minister  of  God.  And  this  fact 
alone  is  nn  eternal  warning  and  in- 
struction to  all  men  that  God  will 
hold  no  man  guiltless  who  under- 
takes to  act  in  his  name  as  his  min- 
ister who  is  not  called  and  ordained 
under  the  hands  and  voice  of  those 
who  are  authorized  to  confer  tln^ 
Holy  Priesthood.  Says  Jesus: 

“Seek  ye  first  the  Kingdom  of  God 
and  his  righteousness”  (his  com- 
inaiidments)  and  then  all  other  nec- 
essary thiniis  “shall  be  added  unto 
you.”  (Math.  6:33.) 

“The  Kingdom  of  God,”  and  the 
church  of  God  are  one  and  the  same. 
Wlierever  the  church  or  kingdom  of 
God  is,  there  the  priesthood  or  the 
authority  of  God  is  to  admifiister 
the  ordinances  of  that  church  or 
kitigdom.  In  fact  there  can  be  no 
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churcli  or  kingdom  of  Go<i  without^ 
the  pi-ie8thood  of  God.  for  the  clmreh 
of  God  never  was,  and  never  will  be 
organized  or  built  up  without  it.  A 
single  member  of  it  cannot  exist 
without  itand  henceit  is  (if  tlie  high- 
est importance  to  seek  first  of  all  for 
the  churcli  or  kingdom  of  God. 
Simply  because  no  man  can  lie  a 
member  of  that  church  without  bap- 
tism for  the  remission  of  sins,  and 
the  laying  on  of  hands  for  the  gift  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  and  it  takes  men 
holding  a la  wful  priesthood  to  bap- 
tize and  to  lay  on  hands  for  that 
purpose. 

Ton  will  find  in  that  cliurcli  or 
kingdom  that  both  its  officers  and 
members  believe  in  direct  revelation 
from  God.  They  helieve  in  living 
apostles  and  prophets;  in  the  gifts 
of  projihecy,  the  gifts  of  healing,  the 
gift  of  tongues,  and  their  inter{)i*eta- 
tion.  tile  power  to  cast  out  devils,  in 
fact  they  believe  in  all  things  as  the 
saints  in  apostolic  times  (lid.  For 
without  such  faith  as  they  had  “it  is 
impossilile  to  please  God.” 

And  now  you  think  all  this  strange 
simply  because  of  the  heatlien  tradi- 
tions handed  down  from  heathen 
priests,  who  have  taught  us  and  our 
fntliers  to  expect  prophets  and  gifts 
and  blessings  jiromised  no  more. 
Proof  i)ositive  that  they  do  not  un- 
derstand the  sculptures. 

John  The  Pevelator  tells  us  tliat 
two  prophets  or  witnesses  are  to 
arise  in  .Jerusalem  in  the  latter  days 
wiioare  to  be  slain,  for  their  testimo- 
ny against  wickedness.  (See  Rev. 
10:3-12.) 

These  propliets  will  have  power  to 
do  mighty  miracles,  signs  and  won- 
dcu’s,  such  as  .Moses  ami  Elijah  did  in 
theii’  day.  Turn  waters  to  blood, 
shut  heaven  tiiat  it  .rain  not,  and 
smite  the  eanh  with  plagues  as  of- 
ten as  they  will,  because  of  the  wick- 
edness of  'its  inhabitants.  And  the 
enlightened  Christians  nations,  who 
are  educated  to  believe  that  “the 
age  of  prophets  and  mii’acles  has 
passed  away,”  and  that  they  “need 
no  more,”  will  have  great  rejoicing 
at  the  slaying  of  these  two  mighty 
prophets.  Read  the  text  carefully. 


We  are  assured  by  the  word  of  God 
that  these  things  are  nigh  at  hand, 
to  be  fulfilled. 

Jacob,  in  blessing  his  sons,  in  re- 
spect to  the  last  days,  predicts  tile 
arising  of  two  other  prophets — one 
from  the  lineage  of  Joseph,  and  an- 
other from  the  lineage  ot\Judah. 
(See  Gen.  49:10,  22  to  24.) 

Ezek.  20:33  to  38,  gives  ns  to  under- 
stand that  God  by  an  oath  has  de- 
creed to  redeem  Israel  in  the  Inst 
(lays  by  a m}ght3’’  hand  such  as  he 
brought  Israel  out  of  Egypt  by,  and 
reader,  that  means  by  a mighty 
iirophet  such  ns  Moses  wns.  Noth- 
ing more  and  nothing  less. 

Isaiah  tells  us  that  God  will  in  the 
last  daj’S  “lift  up  his  hand  to  the 
Gentiles  C^ind  that  means  revealing 
anew  the  priesthood  to  some  of 
them)  and  “set  up  Ills  standard  (tlie 
holy  gospel  also  revealed  anew)  and 
they — the  Gentiles  bj’  means  of  this 
Holy  Priesthood  and  this  Holy  Gos- 
pel— shall  bring  Israel’s  sons  and 
daughters  to  their  own  lands,  tuul 
their  kings  shall  be  their  nursing 
fathers  and  their  (jueens  their  nurs- 
ing mothers,  etc.  (Is.  49:1S  to  26.  i 

Oyes;  all  this  and  much  more  is  to 
be  accomplished  in  these  last  days. 
And  when  Israel  is  gatliered  out 
from  all  nations,  the  throne  of  Da- 
vid is  to  be  established  over  Israel, 
for  God  saj’s  that  he  will  build  up 
David’s  throne  when  Israel  is  gath- 
ered precisely  as  he  did  it  “in  da.ys  of 
old.”  And  that  means  tluit  the  heir 
of  David  will  be  pointed  out  by  reve- 
lation from  Go(l  through  a mighty 
prophet  such  as  Samuel  was.  (See 
1st  Sam.  16th  chapter;  Jer.  23:5  to  S; 
Atmis  9:9  to  15.) 

Isaiah  tells  usalso  that  God  will|)ur- 
ify  Israel  and  restore  their  judges  us 
lit  the  first,  and  their  officers,  as  at  t/ie 
heffiniiinff;  that  is  as  in  the  days  of 
Moses;  “afterward  thou  (Israel) 
Shalt  be  called  the  city  of  righteous- 
ness—thefaithfulcity.”  (Is.  1:25,  26.) 
The  whole  line  of  prophecy  from  Gen- 
esis to  Revelations  all  agree  in  this; 
that  God  in  the  latter  days  is  to 
commence  a might.y  work  among 
the  Gentiles  that  will  ultimately 
gather  Israel  from  all  the  nations  of 
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the  earth;  that  he  will  reveal  the 
holy  priesthood,  as  in  the  days  of 
Moses;  that  he  will  set  up  his  king- 
dom  by  calling  and  anointing  men 
to  act  in  his  name,  as  in  days  of  old, 
and  as  in  apostolic  times;  that  what- 
ever nation  or  people  or  kingdom 
will  not  come  into  it  will  be  destroy- 
ed by  his  judgments.  In  fact  that 
work  is  just  such  a work  as  Joseph 
bniith  commenced  and  brought  forth 
by  revelation  and  the  ministrv  of  an- 
gels. And  though  all  Latter  Day 
Saints  are  not  in  all  things  as  per- 
fect as  they  should  be  and  are  men  and 
women  of  like  passions,  as  other 
men  and  women,  still  God  has  as- 
sured us  that  he  will  chastise  them 
until  they  overcome  and  are  clean 
before  him. 

And  now,  reader,  whoever  von 
may  be,  we,  the  elders  of  the  Cliurch 
of  J esus  Christ  of  Latter  Da  v Saints 
are  well  assured  by  many  infallible 
proofs  that  God  raised  up  Joseph 
Smith  and  made  him  by  the  hands 
of  angels  a mighty  prophet,  and 
that  the  Book  of  Mormon  is  the 
standard  above  referred  to,  in  the 
Book  of  Isaiah  and  other  scriptures, 
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for  it  contains  the  pure  gospel  of  Je- 
sus Christ,  and  errs  not  therein;  and 
that  through  the  instrumentality  of 
Joseph  Smith,  and  others  whom  God 
^lled  and  were  ordained  under  the 
Prophet  Joseph’s  hands,  God  has  .set 
up  anew  that  kingdom  which  Jesus 
commanded  all  men  first  to  seek,  as 
the  most  necessary  thing  of  all,  for 
there  is  the  authoi-ized  priesthood 
and  we  are  assured  by  revelation 
and  by  many  great  truths  that  an 
authorized  priesthood  is  found  no- 
where else  on  the  earth.  Whoever 
seeks  the  truth  will  find  it  there  to 
his  entire  satisfaction.  If  you  lived 
in  the  days  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  paid 
no  attention  to  anything  he  taught 
and  hearkened  only  to  the  stories  of 
his  enemies,  you  would  never  have 
been  a believer  in  him.  And  just  so 
with  the  enemies  of  Joseph  Smith. 
Hearken  to  them  and  you  will  never 
believe  that  God  raised  him  up  as  a 
prophet.  Wingfield  Watson 
An  Elder  in  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  ofLntterDiiy  Saints. 

Spring  Prairie,  Was.,  Dec.  2<i,  IShh. 


